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Sound Opinions
                                   Angela block arts Editor

1.

2.

3.

Ingrid Michaelson: ‘Blood Brothers’

Band of Horses: ‘The Funeral’

deadmau5 feat. Imogen Heap: ‘Telemiscommunications’

Jessica Pacetti

1.

2.

3.

Jason Mraz: ‘I Won't Give Up’

Birdy: 'Skinny Love'

Leslie Mills: 'Good Life'

Ryan Kauffman featured listener

1.

2.

3.

Mumford & Sons: ‘Awake My Soul’

Rise Against: ‘Blood Red, White, and Blue’

Pink Floyd: ‘On The Turning Away’
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Want to be featured 
in next week's sound 

opinions?
Like "North Central Chronicle" on 
Facebook and tell us which artists 
and songs you can't get enough 

of to be entered in the drawing for 
next week's featured listener! 
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Travel tidbits for the tight budget
Katherine Conrad 
Staff Writer

Just an hour southwest of the 
North Central College campus 
is one of Illinois’ most historic, 
fascinating, low budget, and 
fun travel destinations! Starved 
Rock State Park is located in 
Utica, Ill. - just 60 miles from 
Naperville. With 18 canyons 
that were formed by glaciers 
millions of years ago and trails 
that go on for miles, Starved 
Rock is a sight that you should 
not miss.

Voted the No. 1 attraction 
in the state of Illinois, Starved 
Rock plays host to thousands 
of hikers every year. During 
fall, Starved Rock is one of the 
best places to experience the 
changing of the seasons. The 
winter, for example brings an 

abundance of cross–country 
skiing trails. In the spring, the 
Illinois Valley welcomes a large 
number of bald eagles and the 
summer is great for camping 
and canoeing. Starved Rock 
offers activities throughout the 
whole year, most of which are 
low budget or free. 

“Starved Rock is one of 
the most premier hiking 
destinations in the Midwest 
and is always full of welcoming, 
friendly people,” said Kevin 
Hickman, a frequent hiker and 
visitor to the park. Hickman 
also said that Utica is one of his 
favorite small towns around the 
area due to the number of great 
restaurants and the historical 
atmosphere. 

Legend says that a large 
group of Ottawa and Potawatomi 
Indians chased a tribe of Illini 

Indians to the large sandstone 
cliffs which now make up a 
main attraction in the park 
and trapped them there until 
they had all died of starvation. 
This rock formation became 
known as “Starved Rock.” The 
park itself was designated a U.S. 
National Historic Landmark in 
1960.

This vast park full of natural 
and historical wonders is open 
year round and free to hike and 
explore. Camping sites can be 
rented at a low cost per night 
and Starved Rock Lodge offers 
great group deals. Travel for the 
day or make a whole weekend 
out of it, either way don’t miss 
out on the beautiful Starved 
Rock State Park. For more 
information on the park and 
accommodations, go to www.
starvedrockstatepark.org. 
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Infinity scarves and beyond

Many trends come and 
go (and some are better 
left forgotten): Ugg boots, 
excessively ripped jeans, Crocs. 
However, there is one fashion 
staple that has endured the test 
of time, as well as some of the 
atrocities of the runway: the 
scarf. 

Taking a very small poll of 
the ladies of NCC, I discovered 
the scarf was their No. 1 go-to 
accessory for not only the fall, 
but for every season.

Infinity scarves were at the 
top of their list, especially amid 
this chilly weather. Heavier, 
chunkier fabrics and soft wool 
are common textiles used at 
this time of year, dyed with 
rich, deep gem tones that emit 
regal qualities. 

Gloria Barnum, ’13, has been 
wearing a cream infinity scarf 
in this crisp fall weather, and is 
searching for a deep navy one 
next as the weather continues 
to cool. 

“I love to look at Ann Taylor 
LOFT or department stores 
like Macy’s,” says the senior. 

Other accessible shops 
to explore are H&M and 

Francesca’s Collections, 
each stocked with affordable 
scarves in these full, luxurious 
materials that will also keep you 
warm and toasty on your walks 
through downtown Naperville 
or across campus. 

Students can notice obvious 
differences in winter scarves 
and throughout the seasons. 
Early spring and 
summer renditions 
are usually more 
airy and light; 
they are simply 
used to add 
s p l a s h e s 
of color 
or bold, 
conf ident 
p a t t e r n s 
to a 
traditional 
o u t f i t . 
T h e s e 
past warmer 
months were 
accompanied by a 
plethora of pastels and 
paisleys. 

 “I really like solid 
colors and subtle patterns on 
scarves,” says Claire Davenport, 
’13. The senior tennis player 
loves the options as Banana 
Republic and the Gap, as well 

as the favorite LOFT. 
But how can students 

repurpose these lighter scarves 
in the months when we just 
need a little more warmth 
and practicality out of our 
accessories?

Try utilizing them in non-
traditional ways. I love to tie a 
bright pastel or a textured scarf 

onto leather satchels 
or handbags. The 

addition adds a 
flirty, feminine 

edge to a very 
s t r u c t u r e d , 
n o r m a l l y 
n e u t r a l 
a c c e s s o r y . 
You can 
also try 
using longer 
scarves as 
belts on longer 

tunics or fall 
dresses that need 

a little added shape. 
There are 

countless blogs to check 
for inspiration to revamp your 
scarf collections. Try sites 
such as Scarves Dot Net (www.
scarves.net) for tons of scarf-
tying tips as well as My Little 
Scarf Blog (mylittlescarf.com/
blog).
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