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Musical Preview

Sound Opinions
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Stars: ‘Elevator Love Letter’

Cold War Kids: ‘Hospital Beds’

Silversun Pickups: ‘The Royal We’

Kim Grazulis
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Foster the People: ‘Pumped Up Kicks’

John Mayer: ‘Born and Raised’

Queen: ‘Killer Queen’

JesÚs Velasco International Student Advisor
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Ellie Goulding: ‘Hanging On’

Reik: ‘Vuelve a Mi’

Muse: ‘The 2nd Law: Unsustainable’

Featured Listener

Want to be featured 
in next week's sound 

opinions?
Like "North Central Chronicle" on 
Facebook and tell us your Sound 
Opinions. You may be next week's 

featured listener! 
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EDITORS: Angela Block, akblock@noctrl.edu, and Britni Roberts, baroberts@noctrl.edu

‘Kiss Me Kate’ sure sounds great

Eduardo Sanchez 
Staff Writer

This fall, get ready for the 
college musical of the year, 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” which was 
awarded several Tony Awards. 
This musical has been played 
across the globe; from Broad-
way, all the way to London the-
aters. “Kiss Me, Kate” is being 
directed by North Central Col-
lege Fine Arts Director Brian 
Lynch.

“Kiss Me, Kate” is a love 
story and a musical play-within-
a-play taken from the version of 
Shakespeare’s story, “Taming of 
the Shrew.” It will touch on the 
lives of two couples and set off a 
romance that will bring conflict 
on-and off-stage between Fred 
Graham (the show director in 
the story) and his leading lady, 
ex-wife, Lilli Vanessi. 

The story starts with Van-
essi returning to her Broadway 
show and getting back to her 
stage roots. Because Vanessi and 
Graham had been separated for 
a year, they still have affection 
for each other. Later on in the 
play, we will also explore the 
troubled relationship between 
the other couple, Bill Calhoun 
(the Broadway tap dancer who 

is a hoofer) and Lois Lane (the 
nightclub singer). These two 
couples will have to show the 
audience their affection for that 
person they love, and do what-
ever it takes to get back togeth-
er, making the musical come to 
life.

In an interview I had with 
this cast, they told me that 
“Hopefully, this musical will 
make you jump out of your 
seat!” The cast is composed of 
Grace Heirmerl, ‘13, (who plays 
Vanessi) and also Heidi Buyck, 
‘13, who plays the same role 
character. This was possible to 
do because director Lynch told 
me, “There are two actresses 
playing both Lilli Vanessi and 
Lois Lane. Each actress has 
three performances. There is 
so much talent on this campus 
I wanted to give more students 
the chance to be featured in the 
show.” 

Also in the musical are 
Brad Morrison, ‘13, (who plays 
Graham), Emilia Benassi, ‘14, 
(Lane), Brett Bush, ‘15, (Cal-
houn), and many others. Mor-
rison says that the musical, 
“Kiss Me, Kate” is “(a) wonder-
ful piece of theater; it has a lush 
score, deep script, and beauti-
ful love story.” Heirmerl has 
been involved in many theater 
productions before, such as the 
“Phantom of the Opera.” Heir-

merl plans to move to Chicago 
when she graduates this year, 
and hopefully land a job in a 
theater company, but she is also 
open to anything.

With so little time left, the 
cast has had some issues. They 
said that with so many things 
going on in school, and spe-
cially in Pfeiffer Hall, it has 
been hard for them to rehearse 
as a group. For Abe Vences, ‘15, 
who is also part of the cast, but 
performs more of the dances in 
the musical, learning the dance 
moves is a little bit complicated, 
“there’s so many things go-
ing on…especially the dance 
moves, which are really fun, but 
difficult. They take a lot of time 
to learn…”

“Kiss Me, Kate” will have 
its grand opening show on Nov. 
8 with the doors opening at 
7:30 p.m., and the show start-
ing at 8 p.m. If you can’t make 
it, don’t worry, there are five 
more shows: Nov. 9-11 at 8 p.m. 
again, and Nov. 10-11 at 2 p.m. 
The tickets for North Central 
College students are only $5 
(with an ID), $10 for students 
and $15 for adults. 

So come with your family, or 
grab a friend, and see the musi-
cal come to life in Pfeiffer Hall. 
Morrison says, “brush up your 
Shakespeare, start quoting him 
now!”

embelLish your everyday outerwear

Fashion Feature

Rebecca Sage 
Copy Editor

All of a sudden we’re see-
ing temperatures in the 30s 
and many of us are scrambling 
to pull out our wintry weather 
wardrobes quicker than we 
anticipated. Number one on 
my get-it-quick shopping list 
is that late fall/early winter 
transition coat that keeps 
you nice and toasty on those 
uncharacteristically blustery 
days. 

But we can’t just buy any 
old pea coat and expect to 
stand out in the throngs of 
this ever-growing institution; 
I love to buy more simple, 
classic pieces and revamp 
their overall looks with the 
trendy attachsments. Not only 
will this approach save you 
money and lend you some 
originality brownie points 
with your friends, but it al-
lows you to replace these at-
tachments in other seasons 
with more trendy and accept-
able ones, while still building 
on that foundation of a great 
winter coat. 

Read on for some awesome 
ideas to upscale an otherwise 
drab piece of outerwear:

Buttons: Pretty much every 
reasonably priced coat comes 
with some pretty boring hard-
ware. Usually it is your stan-
dard plastic-same-color-as-the-
material situation. However the 
second you change them up to a 
selection that stands out against 
your preferred material and 
color of choice is when it’ll start 
looking like a high-priced item. 
With wool coats usually me-
tallic or textured options look 
the best. If you are totally lost 
and need inspiration I always 
love to go to the pricier brands’ 
Web sites for classy inspira-
tion. Sometimes buttons that 
are uniquely shaped garner the 
most attention such as bloom-
ing flowers or large stones rep-
licating precious gems. 

Belts: Most longer jackets 
or coats are accessorized with 
a belt at the time of purchase. 
Sometimes these ready options 
work out wonderfully and fit 
your waist perfectly; however 
more times than not you can 
find an option that looks better 
than the option chosen for you. 
The best option is to just choose 
another belt that shows a little 

more character. Although 
most selections that come 
with these coats are buckle or 
tie belts; I think it is interest-
ing to see snap belts as well. 
These are the options that 
will usually have awesome de-
tails that regularly styled belts 
don’t have room for because of 
their precedents for function-
ality. 

Brooches: Although this 
may sound a little too retro for 
this twenysomething crowd 
one of the best ways to sparkle 
up a coat is to add an inter-
esting brooch to the lapel or 
breast pocket. All throughout 
my childhood I watched my 
mother dawn those odd little 
accessories and they finally 
seem appealing to me. If you 
have other pieces of broken 
jewelry or classy little items 
feel free to glue a pin to the 
back to incorporate your own 
personal touches.

If you are interested in 
other options for upscal-
ing simple clothing look for 
the “Resale revamp” article 
in a winter term issue of the 
Chronicle; you’ll be given 
awesome ideas for giving some 
thrift store clothing your own 
classy style. 

NCC musical includes more student talent than usual


