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‘The Giver’ author gives back to fans

Lois Lowry, a writer of many 
books, including “The Giver 
quartet,” came to Wentz hall on 
Oct. 4, on the second stop of her 
tour to promote the book “Son,” 
her latest work and the conclu-
sion to “The Giver” series. The 
event was held by Anderson’s 
Bookshop, and tickets were sold 
along with a copy of Son which 
the attendees could get signed 
by Lowry herself, along with 
any other books they wished 
for her to sign. The signing was 
preceded by a talk from Lowry, 
fleshing out the details of “The 
Giver” series, and talking about 
her writing process.

“I start out thinking of a 
character,” says Lowry. Most of 
her characters are young teen-
agers, which reflect the age of 
her target audience. Once she 
has given her characters some 
thought, she works on filling 
her vague sense of the plot. 
Lowry says the most impor-
tant question to ask when writ-
ing a book’s plot is, “What if?” 
As an example, Lowry told of 
how she came to write “The 
Giver” when her father was ag-
ing and losing his memory, and 
she started thinking, “What if 

there was a way we could ma-
nipulate memory?” Soon, the 
world of “The Giver” was cre-
ated, a world where people had 
their memory manipulated by 
community leaders and all as-
pects of their lives controlled. 

The next books in the series, 
“Gathering Blue” and “The 
Messenger” took place in a sep-
arate community but characters 
from “The Giver” did seep into 
these two tales. Lowry liked 
answering readers’ questions 
about the characters, both in 
her books and in email corre-
spondences with fans, because 
she knows it means they care 
about the characters as much 
as she has come to after writing 
about them for so long. With 
“Son,” the clearly defined con-
clusion of the story, Lowry feels 
she has concluded the story of 
each beloved character quite 
nicely.

“Son” starts in the same 
world as “The Giver,”  with the 
two plots unfolding as the Giv-
er for the first part, with this 
character intersecting with the 
first book’s characters in the 
most surprising and intrigu-
ing way. To keep the plot vague 
and avoid spoilers, I’ll only dis-
close that it features around two 
characters, Claire and Gabe. 

Both are searching for each oth-
er because they share a connec-
tion they had been able to fully 
enjoy in the community, and if 
you take a good look at the title, 
you might be able to guess what 
their bond is.

In all her books, including 
“Son,” Lowry explores heartfelt 
and sometimes painful themes 
of memory, loss, death, love for 
family and friends, and belong-
ing. Although this came as a 
surprise to her, some people felt 
this was grounds to challenge 
and in some rare instances ban 
the book “The Giver.”

Since the discussion took 
placed during banned book 
week, an audience member 
thought it important to bring 
up this topic and ask Lowry 
her reaction. Lowry responded 
that she felt censorship was a 
dangerous thing. Ironically, 
she had envisioned the town 
of “The Giver” as one that had 
banned all books to protect the 
naïve residents. As she sees it, 
books are the best ways deal 
with “dangerous” or “scary” 
topics with children. “They can 
sit down in a nice comfy chair 
and read about these issues with 
a parent and rehearse what they 
would do or how they would 
deal with it.” 
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On Oct. 4, several depart-
ments and campus organiza-
tions, screened the documenta-
ry “Race to Nowhere.” Released 
in 2010, this film brings to light 
the challenges children face 
in school. The director of the 
film, Vicki Abeles, a former 
Wall Street lawyer and mother 
of three, questioned how school 
could drive a 13-year-old girl 
to sui-
cide and 
how her 
own chil-
dren had 
b e c o m e 
p h y s i -
cally ill 
from the stress they were un-
der.  

“Race to Nowhere” calls  on 
families, educators and policy 
makers to challenge current 
assumptions on how to make 
children healthy, bright and 
contributing members of soci-
ety. This film raises awareness 
to the struggles that children 
face today. It features heart-
breaking stories of children 
who are burnt out and parents 
who just want the best for their 
children. 

Students today are under 
pressure to succeed and get into 
a top college, that they have 

lost their childhood. Abeles’ 
children and many other kids 
are given so much homework, 
that they have become sleep-
deprived and actually despise 
going to school. Competition 
has started so early that certain 
preschools want the smartest 
children. For many children, 
school is now about getting an 
A and not about learning.

After viewing the documen-
tary last year, Julie Carballo, 
adjunct instructor of education 

at North Central, said she be-
lieved that this film could be 
beneficial to students who were 
studying education. 

“The film emphasizes ‘re-
specting the whole child’ and 
that’s important for every 
teacher to keep in the forefront 
of their mind while planning 
and implementing lessons and - 
more importantly - while influ-
encing the development of the 
every child in their classroom,” 
she says.

Abeles, and other educators 
around the country, suggest 
that schools should not give 
homework. Students spend al-

most seven hours a day behind 
a desk and then another couple 
at after-school activities and 
then stay up until one o’clock in 
the morning doing homework. 
They get up five hours later 
to do it all over again. It’s not 
healthy and sometimes students 
do not even finish their home-
work. Cheating has become a 
big issue in schools, kids have 
become disengaged, and when 
they arrive at school, they feel 
uninspired and bored. 

T h e 
end of 
the film 
was a call 
to action, 
a s k i n g 
s c h o o l s 
to evalu-

ate how they are teaching their 
children. One local high school, 
Walter Peyton Prep High 
School, has implemented a “no 
homework over long weekends 
and breaks policy” which has 
greatly reduced stress and has 
allowed students to spend more 
time with their families. 

“The growth that needs to 
occur for students K-12 and 
in college is more than just 
academic growth; experiences 
outside of the classroom are 
also essential to the emotional, 
social and personal growth that 
is so important in childhood,” 
says Carballo. 

‘Race to Nowhere’ empowers watch yourself
Rebecca Sage
Copy Editor

fashion feature

Film sheds light on current childhood challenges

A stuffed schedule, three 
exams, and not enough coffee: 
sounds like midterm week at 
NCC. Although all the usual 
week five essentials include a 
comfy, chunky sweater, about 
10 double-shot espressos, and 
a laptop with infinite battery 
life, there may be one more 
essential to snag before finals 
sneak up: a watch.

 Everyone loves a little flash, 
but oftentimes fashion items 
lose all qualities of practicality 
to make way for loud, extrava-
gant appearance. A timepiece 
is just the ticket to show your 
classic style, while also sim-
plifying and supporting your 
daily schedule; we can’t always 
depend on our smartphones. 

The timepiece materials are 

plentiful and range from soft 
subtle looks, to more harsh, 
blunt appeals. Enamel options 
can usually give a shopper the 
most color pop while still look-
ing quality; rubber banded op-
tions give these bright hues as 
well but with less of a fashion-
forward appeal. Metal-linked 
watches will give the best im-
pression and can accompany 
any outfit. The metal options 
range greatly but this season 
gold hues are hitting the mark. 
There are also options that 
mix metals with enamel, either 
being in the face or blocked 
together in the links to give 
watch-lovers the best of both 
worlds.

Large, embellished faces as 
well as chunky links have be-
come very popular in the last 
year. As for price, there really 
are awesome options at every 
level of the budget, and they 
all look fabulous!

Style & Co.

Anyone looking for a pol-
ished look without breaking 
into their tuition money can 
find tons of versatile options 
from Style & Co. (sold at Ma-
cy’s). Trendsetters can pair 
this traditional gold timepiece 
with white or black enamel 
bangles for a stacked bracelet 
appeal that still showcases the 
classic item. 

guess

express

Michael kors

It never hurts to put a little 
trend in your accessories. This 
bronze-tone textured leather 
strap watch by Guess is the 
perfect way to incorporate the 
ever-so-popular animal print 
trend into your wrist acces-
sory. The leather strap band 
plays down all the bling on the 
face, and will tie your outfit 
into other leather accessories 
such as handbags, belts and 
shoes. 

This pave embellished 
bracelet watch by Express is 
more of an everyday option 
for students. It can easily be 
dressed up or down, due in 
fact to its interesting tint be-
tween the trendy rose gold 
and a dusty brown. It is a great 
transition pice if you’re look-
ing to expand your accessories 
with more high class options, 
but haven’t stepped up to the 
major labels yet.

Although this “Darcy” is 
a little pricey, it would make 
the perfect addition to your 
Christmas list! This gem will 
function best as a solitary 
piece; its unique woven links 
and rose gold hue will brighten 
up anyone’s winter wardrobe. 

$
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$$$$

“The film emphasizes ‘respecting the whole  
child’ and that’s important for every teacher to 

keep in the forefront of their mind ... ”
-Julie Carballo


