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Shattering a three game losing 
streak, the North Central College wom-
en’s basketball team downed the Augus-
tana Vikings 105-98 in a close matchup 
last Saturday in front of a large home 
crowd inside Gregory Arena. 

The win over the Vikings improves 
North Central’s record to 8-7 overall and 
1-3 in conference play.

“When we first started running our 
offense and made it to a hundred points 
earlier in the season, we were happily 
shocked,” senior Sophie Newson said. 

“Now, we understand that with the 
system that we run, it's not unusual. We 
have fresh legs on the court all the time, 
so we are able to keep running and put-
ting in as much energy into every play.”

The Cardinals were able to sustain 
their scoring momentum throughout 
the game continuing to put points on 
the board. 

This was the second time this season 
when they were able to break triple dig-
its.

“After achieving our first conference 
win, we were all very excited,” Newson 
said. 

“As many know, we only had one 
conference win last year and winning 
our first conference game gave us that 
much more confidence and motivation 
to be better than our previous years. We 
have the ability, talent and will to do 
better than we ever have before.”

 The first half proved to be a power 
struggle with the game being tied three 
times and six lead changes before the 
half.

The Cardinals were able to extend 
their lead late in the first half by nine 
points with 3-pointers from sophomores 

Callie Rezin and Kelsey Cooling, put-
ting the Cardinals up 55-46 at the end 
of the half. 

NCC continued to increase their 
lead in the second half and were up by 
21 points midway through the second 
period, but Augustana was able to fight 
back scoring baskets and decreasing the 
deficit.

The Vikings were able to capitalize in 
transition and in the post, as they tallied 
28 fast break points and 66 points in the 
paint.

Augustana capitalized on North Cen-
tral turnovers as the Vikings scored 36 
points off NCC turnovers. 

But it was not just North Central who 
struggled taking care of the ball as the 
Vikings turned the ball over 40 times on 
the evening. 

North Central had five players scor-
ing 10 or more points on the evening, in-
cluding sophomore Larynn Shumaker, 
who finished with a game-high 20 points 
as well as NCC sophomore Maryssa Cla-
dis, who finished with 13 points. 

Also scoring in double-figures for 
NCC was sophomore Kimberly Wilson 
and senior Jenny Swanson, who both 
finished with with 12 points each and 
Rezin, who finished with 10. 

“I feel like our team this year has a lot 

of great talent, we just have to play with 
confidence and in a way that follows our 
system of basketball,” Swanson said.

The Cardinals are trying a new offen-
sive system this season with five players 
on the court and five off.

“We are trying a new system this 
year,” head coach Michelle Roof said. 
“Five in and five out every minute al-
lows us to have fresh legs on the court 
and keeps the game going.”

North Central travels to North Park 
University on Saturday to take on the 
Vikings. Tip-off between the two teams 
is scheduled for 2:00 p.m.

Coach Boone speaks at NCC

Coach Herman Boone came to North 
Central’s Meiley-Swallow Hall this past 
Saturday, Jan. 12.

He discussed the hardships and ex-
periences he had as head coach of the 

T.C. Williams High School Titans foot-
ball team in 1971; the year Alexandria, 
Va., officials decided to totally integrate 
the city’s school system. 

Boone was portrayed by Denzel 
Washington in the 2000 film “Remem-
ber the Titans,” which garnered Boone 

and the Titan’s story much attention 
throughout the world. 

During his speech Boone discussed 
the importance of a team having “one 
heartbeat,” as well as the importance 
of respect for teammates on and off the 
field. 

Boone received standing ovations at 
both the beginning and conclusion of 
his speech.

Boone kindly stayed after his speech 
to take photos and spoke with over a 
hundred interested students that flood-
ed the stage after the event.
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The women’s basketball team fights for a loose ball on Saturday as the Cardinals win their first conference game 105-98 and defeat Augustana. 
This win brought the women to 8-7 overall on the season and 1-3 in conference play.


