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When first meeting Kourt-
ney Macaluso, ’13, she comes 
across as polite, classy and re-
served. She speaks softly but 
with sincerity and is the first 
person all of her friends go to 
for the sage advice that is scarce 
on a college campus. 

Although the psychology 
major has her old-soul quali-
ties going for her, she also has 
an unexpected edgy side that is 
literally hidden from the public 
eye. There are small, inconspic-
uous pops of these rebellious 
tastes in virtually all of her out-
fits, whether they’re expressed 
through dark leather shoes or 
jacket to bejeweled skulls on 
her accessories; her driving 
around in her small Nissan 
blaring Bring Me The Horizon 
may also be a small giveaway. 

But the real giveaway to this 
rebellious side is the addiction 
she has to the tats. She has a 
small tribute to her mother’s 
fight with breast cancer on her 
left forearm, including a tat-
tered pink cancer ribbon with 
her mother’s name “Lisa Ann” 
in script underneath. 

Her freshman year at NCC 
she was feeling the need for 
more ink, and chose an enor-
mous multi-colored phoenix 
that spans from her underarm 
all the way down to her hip. 
Most recently, she designed a 
piece that is representative of 
her “Granny B” that includes a 
sugar skull with butterflies on 
her left shoulder. 

This adventurous attitude 
has played out in more than just 
her expressive side as of recent-
ly; last year the petite blonde 
committed to studying abroad 
at the University of Essex in 
Colchester, England (about a 
50-minute train ride from Lon-
don) for the fall term of her 

senior year. Although she was 
nervous to leave the tight circle 
of her friends, family and be-
loved she was excited to fulfill a 
lifelong dream. Considering her 
impeccable eye for personal de-
tail and originality, we just had 
to get in touch with her to get 
her opinions on fashion from 
across the pond.

Q: What are major trends 
you are seeing across the pond 
that have not yet transferred to 
the States?

A: Denim shorts with black 
tights is something that has yet 
to become a big trend in the 
States while across the pond it 
is so big they sell shorts all year 
long. Try finding denim shorts 
in November at the Gap...I 
dare you! Also you know those 
sweaters or “jumpers” as they 
say over here that your grandpa 
loved to wear with those elbow 
patches? Huge over here! It is 
“granny chic” as they call it, 
which also includes a lot of lace.

What I really enjoy as well is 
that everything has an edge to 
it. Preppy over here includes cut 
outs, studs and skulls. Men’s 
trends are another thing that is 
interesting to see. Everything is 
slim cut and looks tailored; it 
is not uncommon to see skinny 
trousers, a button down, and 
nice leather shoes. The men 
like to look good and show that 
through their dress here. On a 
side note: Onsies, yes like the 
ones you wore as a child, are 
very popular. Men will dress 
up in ridiculous ones to go out 
in. Many high street shops sell 
them and consequently they are 
not hard to find. 

Q: How do the English han-
dle their style differently than 
Americans? 

A: What’s different about 
how the English handle their 
style is there is an aspect of 
effortlessness and an I-don’t-
give-a-care attitude to the way 

they dress and present them-
selves. However, they are still 
extremely stylish and stay on 
the trends. Ombre hair-check. 
Leather accents-check. Big 
chunky knits- check. But what 
is so cool is there is never that 
sense of competition for the 
best-dressed title. They adopt 
the trends they like and twist 
them to fit their personalities; 
here everyone seems to do their 
own thing in unique ways.

Q: What are some style con-
cepts you see yourself stealing 
from the culture and bringing 
back with you to North Cen-
tral? 

A: Honestly the one thing I 
would like to steal is just being 
myself. Here style is all about 
being an individual and let-
ting the best you shine through 
that. Back at North Central I 
feel there is almost a pressure to 
dress down rather than amping 
it up on a day-to-day basis. You 
get into a rut of wearing leg-
gings and sweatshirts because 
it’s easy and it doesn’t take a lot 
of effort. Here at Uni you’ll get 
a “Wow, great outfit!” while at 
NCC you’ll get “Why are you so 
dressed up? Do you have an in-
terview or something?” 

Q: Have you done any awe-
some English shopping yet? 

A: Oh of course! Within my 
personal style I like everything 
to have some type of small de-
tail or edge to it so it’s nice have 
a lot of the shops cater to that. 
So far I’ve been loving Deben-
ham’s (similar to Macy’s) be-
cause they have all the major 
brands housed on one floor. 
Topshop of course, but we have 
one of those in Chicago. New 
Look has been my absolute fa-
vorite with River Island a close 
second. Have definitely picked 
up an elbow patch jumper along 
with an English plaid blouse to 
fit in with all of the greenery 
around here. 

Edgily clad student spills advice on how to rock ‘across the pond’ 

Q: Can you give us a de-
scription of how an average day 
outfit (going to class, coffee, 
etc.) looks like over there? How 
about when you go out for the 
evening? 

A: For any average day outfit 
here you put effort into it: jeans, 
trousers, shorts (with tights 
this time of year), leggings, a 
blouse, with either a blazer or 
jumper over that. Depending 
on the weather your feet will be 
dressed in wedges or booties, 
flat pumps or boots. Always 
have a very large scarf on hand 
and a cross body bag. 

Evening is a different story 
out here. I think the English 
feel much more confident being 
less conservative than myself 
and other Americans. Hot pants 
and a bra are not uncommon 
apparel for a night out. However 
you won’t see me like that at the 
bar. Sheer tops or accents are 
acceptable for evening and let 
you control how much or little 

you are willing to bare.
Q: What are concepts of 

style that you do not find ap-
pealing in their culture?

A: I’m really into cosmetics 
and there are a few things I find 
different from my own prefer-
ences. One example would be 
the “scouse brow” which is a 
very dark, heavily penciled-in, 
square-shaped brow that I find 
does nothing to frame one’s face 
in a positive way. There are also 
a ton of fake eyelashes. Don’t 
get me wrong, I like false eye-
lashes as much as the next gal - 
for 8 a.m. lecture, however, they 
are a little too harsh.

Q: If you were to give us all 
some advice about how to give 
ourselves that British edge, how 
would you tell us we could in-
corporate it into our own style?

A: Be yourself, love what 
you wear, and don’t be afraid 
to add a little rock ’n’ roll edge! 
Cheers!
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quite a few things screaming 
“Alex!” in my closet right now. 
My J Brand jeans (which I am 
wearing right now), a Tommy 
Hilfiger pink trench coat, be-
cause I love pink! I definitely 
cannot forget my riding boots 
either, I’m obsessed! 

Not only is A’Hern ob-
sessed with her riding boots but 
Prescott loves this current fall 
fashion trend too.

When she met me at the 
Boilerhouse last Friday after-
noon she was rocking a “Burb-
erry-esque” style from head to 
toe. She wore a tan button-up 
coat by Jack, dark denim jeans 
from New York and Company, 
and black knee-high boots by 
Enzo Angiolini.

Matching her bubbly per-
sonality she wore a fun blue-
collared lace top by English 
Rose. Prescott was definitely 
fun to talk to about her fashion 
style and personality regardless 
of the fact that we are related. 
My cousin’s style is one that I 
adore. 

Q: How would you describe 
yourself?

Lauren: I come off as shy 

but once you get to know me I 
am very outgoing and bubbly.  

Q: How would you relate 
this to what hangs in your clos-
et? 

A: Well, along with my bub-
bly, outgoing characteristics 
I’m a planner which falls into 
why I like presenting myself in 
a nice manner. I like to always 
be ready. If I dress up all the 
time I’m ready to go anywhere. 
My shy versus outgoing side 
is pretty apparent to what I’m 
wearing now. I guess you can 
relate my coat to my shy side 
but underneath the warm long-
sleeved fabric the blue-collared 
lace shirt fits into my outgoing 
personality. 

Q: That totally makes sense 
and I love the lace top by the 
way! Now, where does your 
style inspiration come from?

Lauren: Thanks! And as far 
as my inspiration it’s a combina-
tion of things. I really like Kate 
Moss’s style and I think the Ol-
sen twins have a unique style. I 
like to be different but look chic 
at the same time. I love antique 
things as well.

Like Alex, I pull some of my 

inspiration from Kate Middle-
ton. She has a very sophisticat-
ed and classy look. My favorite 
looks are the vintage, lace and 
country chic types of styles too. 

Q: Where does the country 
chic come from?

Lauren: How I dress repre-
sents where I come from. I’m 
from a small horse town called 
Wayne and I love wearing my 
riding boots which gives it a 
hint of that country style I see 
at home.

There are a great deal of 
students on campus zipping up 
their riding boots and heading 
off to class, but it is not all about 
who is wearing what, it is about 
the why. Our clothes tend to ex-
emplify who we are. 

We, of course, shop for 
things that we like which is 
based on preference and that 
is where our personality and 
life plays a role. There is a lot 
of style and individualism  on 
campus. So take a closer look, 
meet someone new, and maybe 
in the back of your mind you 
will be able to make the con-
nection between their clothing 
style to who they are.  


