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The North Central College 
women’s golf team ended their 
season Saturday, Oct. 3, at the 
College Conference of Illinois 
and Wisconsin Championships.

The women went into the 
season with one goal in their 
sights, being invited to nationals 
in Florida, and at the start of 
the season, things seemed to be 
turning in their favor.

North Central started out 
their season with high hopes 
by taking a win in their first 
competition of the season, at 
The University of St. Francis 
Fall Invitational. It was also the 
first time in school history that 
the women’s golf team posted a 
victory for their first match of 
the season. 

“Winning first in our first 
tournament was definitely one of  

Women’s golf fourth at conference, Gaudio honored again
the high points in our season,” 
said Melissa Rosenberg, ‘13. “It 
really showed us what we could 
do as a team when we focused, 
and boosted our morale from 
the start.” 

The women beat out three 
other teams for the record-
breaking win with an overall 
score of 346, out-stroking St. 
Francis (359), Robert Morris 
(373), and Lincoln CC (425). 

This, however, was not the 
only record-breaking event 
included in the Cardinal’s 
schedule of the 2009 season. 
Alyssa Gaudio, ‘11, obtained 
North Central’s first hole in one 
in the program’s history at the 
DePauw Fall Classic in Clayton, 
Ind. on Sept. 26, 2009. Gaudio 
drained her tee shot on the 151-
yard third hole. She finished 
14th in the competition, with 
a score of 166. The Cardinals 
finished 10th out of 16 teams 

with a final overall score of 716.
This competition was the 

last of the regular season, and 
it prepared the team for the 
College Conferece of Illinois 
and Wisconsin Women’s Golf 
Championships held at the 
Highland Park Country Club. 

After the second round of 
competition, the team’s final 
score of 725, just four strokes 
behind Millikin University, was 
good enough for fourth place. 
llinois Wesleyan University 
took the team title for the eighth 
season in a row, with an overall 
score of 665. 

The final team standing 
were: Illinois Wesleyan (first), 
Wheaton (second), Millikin 
(third), North Central (fourth), 
Carthage (fifth), Elmhurst 
(sixth), and Augustana 
(seventh). 

“We were hoping to win 
conference or at least finish 
second this season,” Coach Tye 
Thompson said.

With their fourth place 
finish, the Cardinals fell short 
of one of their toughest goals 
of the season. But there is still 
something to be said about a few 
more of their accomplishments.

Marisa Miko, ‘13, has shown 
some major potential this 
season, beginning her collegiate 
athletic career with low medalist 
honors at the Robert Morris 
Invitational Tournament with a 
score of 76, good for first place 
in the event. 

This competition was in the 
beginning of September, and just 
the second competition of the 

season. She was also third at the 
Cardinals’ home tournament, 
the Cardinal Classic, and fourth 
at the University of St. Francis 
Invitational. She finished 14th 
at the CCIW Championsips.

Mallory Carr, ‘12, was solid 
for the Cardinals throughout 
the season, finishing second 
at St. Francis,  20th at Robert 
Morris, and 15th at the CCIW 
Championships. 

Alyssa Gaudio, ‘11, paced 
the team once again this season, 
placing first at St. Francis, ninth 
at the Olivet Invitational, and 
fourth at the Elmhurst Blue Jay 
Classic. She has become North 
Central’s first women’s golfer 
to be named a Three-Time All 
Conference Performer, at the 
end of her third season.

“I am honored of this 
accomplishment and that 
without the support from 
my team, coach and family 
I wouldn’t have been able 

to stay focused through the 
tough times I had to reach this 
achievement,” Gaudio said.

“I am hoping that next year 
will be another first for North 
Central women’s golf and I am 
hoping that that first will be us 
winning conference. We have 
the talent and skill, so now all 
we have to do is pull it together 
at the same time.”

Although the Cardinals 
have fallen short of their 
expectations this season, coach 
Tye Thompson agrees with 
Gaudio and believes there is a 
lot to look forward to from this 
young team in coming seasons.

“At times we showed signs 
of being very good, and at other 
times we showed our youth. 
This team will have some very 
talented players returning, and 
if they stick together they will 
do some very special things 
next season,” Thompson said.

Alyssa Gaudio acheived All-CCIW honors for the third straight season.

Mallory Carr had an 18-hole average of 86.3 for the Cardinals this season.

Cardinals riding Ryding to early success

After a blistering start to the 
2009 season (19-1), the North 
Central volleyball team has 
certainly been turning heads in 
the first month of the season. 

Leading the charge has 
been senior captain Stephanie 
Ryding, who was the first player 
to be named CCIW Defensive 
Player of the Week on Sept. 10. 

The accolade was well-
earned, as she led the team that 

week with 109 digs, getting 30 in 
a single game against Concordia 
University-Chicago in the 
Cardinal Quad tournament. 
She also had 12 service aces on 
the week. 

Ryding’s career at North 
Central overall has been a most 
impressive one. In 2008 alone, 
she led the team in assists 
(1,158), digs (465) and service 
aces (34), while being named 
CCIW Player of the Week three 
times and being selected to the 
All-CCIW First Team. 

She has been playing 
volleyball for about 10 years, 
but it wasn’t always her main 
sport. She also played soccer 
and a little softball when she 
was younger, but ultimately 
found a home on the volleyball 
court. 

“I didn’t really like the 
physicality of soccer,” she says, 
“and volleyball is a lot more 
fast-paced.” So the other sports 
gradually went by the wayside 
as Ryding focused all of her 
attention on volleyball.

She says that 
dedication is 
one of the key 
elements to being 
a successful 
volleyball player. 

“It’s not like 
any other sport,” 
she says. “You 
aren’t making 
normal, everyday 
movements so 
you have to 
practice them.”

It takes a little 
more than that to 
be a good libero, 
which is her 
position. They 
are a defensive 
specialist whose 
job is to “make 
sure the ball never 

hits the ground,” says Ryding. 
“You’re moving quicker than 
anyone else on the court.”

 You can always tell the 
libero apart because they wear 
a different-colored jersey than 
the rest of their teammates and 
they play in the back row. She 
spent last season as the setter, 
who basically runs the offense, 
so she’s spent considerable time 
in both aspects of the game.

For her, the Cardinals’ hot 
start is largely due to their 
attitude. 

“I think one of our strengths 
is that we’re always so positive 
and confident,” she says. “We’re 
learning from our one loss to 
Carthage and we’re moving on 
from there.”

The team is well on its way 
to finishing in the top two in 
the conference, which is one its 
goals for the season. The other, 
making it to the finals of the 
CCIW tournament, is still up 
for grabs, but they’re confident 
it’s doable. 

As for personal goals, Ryding 
is currently second all-time 
at North Central in the digs 
category, with 2,351 coming 
into the season. She hopes to 
eclipse the top mark of 2,987 
by season’s end. With 347 digs 
this season already, it looks like 
she’s well on her way. 

Volleyball is, however, 
just one part of the whole that 
makes up Stephanie Ryding. 
On campus she is a member of 
the Blue Key Honor Society, 
the Student Athletic Advisory 
Committee, and CUAB. She 
also spends time as a tutor and 
note-taker for other students.  

During the offseason, 
you might find Ryding at the 
Illinois Performance Volleyball 
Club in Lisle where she coaches 
12-and-16 year-old girls teams. 
She’s found the experience to be 
fruitful on multiple fronts. 

“Coaching is really useful 
because you have to break down 
everything that happens for 
your players,” she says, “so it 
makes you more aware of what’s 
going on and you can take that 
back to the court yourself.”

She enjoys coaching so much 
that she wants to keep doing it 
after graduation, but take it up 
a few notches.

“I’d like to coach at a 
Division III school,” says the 
management major, who also 
aspires to work in college 
administration. 

Whatever she ends up doing, 
you can bet that Ryding will 
never be too far from a volleyball 
court if she can help it. 

 

Senior specialist continues climb up all-time Cardinal record books

Ryding sits currently at  2,698 career digs, just  289 short of the all-time Cardinal record.
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