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Even without sending their 
full squad, the North Central 
College men’s cross-country 
once more exemplified their 
dominance at their most 
recent event, the Benedictine 
University Eagle Invitational at 
Lisle Community Park.  

The team took first place 
out of a field of 18 teams by 
edging out Marian University 
with a score of 46-53.  Despite 
Marian placing two of their 
runners amongst the top five, 
the Cardinals top five runners 
finishing within the top 17 
overall, was enough to clinch 
the victory.  The University of 
St. Francis with a score of 71 
then rounded out the top three 
teams.

Emilio Saraga, who finished 
fourth overall with a time 
of 26:52, led the Cardinals 

winning team.  Michael 
Matuszak also finished in the 
top ten for the Cardinals, with 
a sixth place finish in 27:07.  

Bringing up the center of 
the group, Daniel Kerley and 
Richard McNichols placed 11th 
and 12th both with times of 
27:13.  The Cardinals scoring 
was then finished by Charles 
Dundy, finishing in 17th with 
a time of 27:21.

The team remains ranked 
number 1 overall in the 
Coaches’ Poll for Division III 
thanks to their dominance 
thus far in Invitationals.  The 
Cardinals have now won five 
individual Invitationals.  

They hope to continue 
their success this Saturday 
Octover 17, at the University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh for the 
Brooks Invational.  

The Brooks Invitational is 
followed by the Illini Open, 
which brings the regular 
season to an end.

Men’s runners grab win in Lisle

Saraga finished at 26:52, good for fourth overall at the Benedictine Invite.

The North Central College 
lady Cardinals fell to the 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
Titans on Wednesday, Oct. 7, 
with a 4-1 loss. North Central 
was going into the match with 
a string of three losses, and 
they were looking for a win. 

“There are many reasons 
why we went into this match 
with a three game losing 
streak. There were a few 
injuries, but primarily we 
need to focus more as a team,” 
defender Dominique Collins, 
‘12, commented.

The first goal of the game 
was scored in the fifth minute 
of the first half by Illinois 
Wesleyan’s Emily Hinchman, 
followed by goals in the 10th 
and 11th minutes of the same 
half, racking the score to 3-0. 

But the Cardinals seemed to 
be making a comeback in the 
22nd minute when midfielder 
Emma Bader, ‘12, sent a header 
to forward Laura Pettersen, 
‘10, who flicked the ball passed 
IWU’s goalie to put North 
Central on the boards. 

North Central goalkeeper 
Elise Manzie, ‘10, led the 
defensive charge with five 
saves Wednesday night. But 
her efforts were not enough for 

Illinois Wesleyan’s offensive 
pressure, which allowed them 
to score their fourth and final 
goal of the game in the 36th 
minute. 

Illinois Wesleyan came to 
North Central on Wednesday 
with a 9-0-2 record; both ties 
were a result of two double 
over-time matches in a 
tournament held in Atlanta. 
They were ranked first out 
of eight teams in the CCIW 
conference as of Wednesday, 
while North Central is ranked 
seventh. 

Although the lady Cardinals 
have hit a rough patch right 
around the half-way point of 
their season, they began their 
fall schedule very promisingly. 

They proved themselves 
a force to be reckoned with 
against outside conference 
competitors in the first few 
weeks of the season by racking 
up six wins.

The only match that 
prevented this from becoming 
a consecutive winning streak 
was a heart-breaking game 
against The University of 
Dubuque, which resulted in an 
overtime loss of 2-1. 

The game began with 
a scoreless first half, with 
Dubuque scoring off of a 
corner kick in the 78th minute 
of action. As the game came to 
a close, the Cardinals made a 

last dtitch effort to secure their 
four-game winning streak.  
Midfielder Natalie Vivacqua, 
‘10, connected a pass with 
midfielder Stefani Masterton, 
‘10, who scored to bring the 
Cardinals and Spartans into 
overtime where Dubuque 
scored off of a penalty kick, 
halting the lady Cardinals’ 
winning streak.

The team, however, 
did not let this distract 
them from their upcoming 
competition. Just six days 
after this devastating loss, 
they began the Sal Vaccaro 
Tournament, hosted annually 
at North Central College since 
2002. The North Central 
lady Cardinals had won the 
tournament three times, and 
had not achieved a win since 
2006, until this season. The 
Cards became the tournament 
champions for the fourth time 
by defeating Eureka College 
4-1, and Mount Mercy College 
3-1. 

“That was a great feat for 
our team,” Collins said of the 
tournament.  “It was a great 
confidence booster because it 
was earlier in the season after 
our loss to Dubuque, and it 
is always nice to win home 
tournaments.”

Although the Cardinals 
women’s soccer program has 
suffered a string of defeats, 

they are trying not to put their 
head down for the rest of their 
season.

“We are really looking 
forward to playing Wheaton 
and Augustana,” defender Carli 
Giglio, ‘13, said.  “They will be 
really good teams to play.”

The Cardinals will be 
playing the 10-2 Wheaton 
Thunder on Oct. 21, and 
then just one week after will 
compete against the 10-1-1 
Augustana Vikings on Oct. 28, 
their last regular season game.

But the lady Cardinals 
aren’t just looking to beat their 
rivals; they have other goals in 
mind as their season comes to 

a close.
“One of our biggest team 

goals of the season is to have 
a .500 record. If we work hard 
and play to our potential as 
a team, there shouldn’t be a 
problem with reaching this 
goal,” Collins added.

The loss dropped North 
Central to 6-5 overall on the 
season, with the Cardinals still 
searching for their first victory 
in CCIW competition. They 
will look to tally their first 
conference win Saturday at 
Carthage College.

Women’s soccer downed by Illinois Wesleyan, still eyeing .500 season

Emma Bader assisted on the only Cardinals goal of the game, her first of the year.

SportS 
Calendar

            Men
Cross Country
10/17: UW Oshkosh Invite
10/23: Illini Open
Football
10/17: @Carthage College
10/24: Wheaton College
Soccer
10/17: @ Augustana College
10/21: @ Carthage College

            Women
Cross Country
10/17: UW Oshkosh Invite
10/23: Illini Open
Soccer
10/17: @ Carthage College
10/21: @ Wheaton College
Volleyball
10/16-10/17: Elmhurst Tournament
10/23: Wheaton College

The North Central 
College women’s cross 
country team maintained 
its hold as the Midwest 
Region’s seventh 
ranked squad in the 
sixth installment of the 
United States Track & 
Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association 
(USTFCCCA) Regional 
Rankings, released this 
week.

The Cardinals 
claimed their first team 
title of the season on 
Friday, winning the 
11-team Benedictine 
University Eagle 
Invitational as four North 
Central runners finished 
among the top 10. 
Reigning CCIW Runner 
of the Week Lauren 
Hooks continued her 
early season dominance, 
finishing second overall 
after covering the 6,000 
meter course in 23:12.66 
while Alicia Zimmerman 
was third in 23:38.74. The 
Cardinals accumulated 
just 33 points in the team 
tally, edging out runner-
up Illinois Central 
College by 17.  

The Cardinals return 
to action on Saturday, 
October 17, heading up 
to Oshkosh, Wis. for the 
Brooks Invitational.

Women’s cross 
country holds No. 
7 regional rank

by Mark Albanese
sports information

(photos courtesy of sports information)

(photos courtesy of sports information)


