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Marking the 50 years since Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s visit to North 
Central College, alumni shared their 
memories and the personal effects of 
Dr. King’s visit in a panel discussion 
Saturday, Jan. 16.

The diverse discussion panel 
included: Rev. George St. Angelo, 
Chaplain during Dr. King’s visit, the 
Rev. Robert Harman, class of 1959, Rev. 
Dr. Kwame John Porter, Rev. Thomas 
Reinhart-Marean, class of 1967 and 
Katheryn Dutenhaver, class of 1960.

St. Angelo, Chaplain for North 
Central from 1955-1966, is credited with 
the organization of Dr. King’s visit to 
NCC. While giving Dr. King a ride to 

Obama declares January National Slavery and Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month, NCC International Justice Mission responds

campus, St. Angelo fondly remembered 
the many questions Dr. King asked. 

Questions about NCC students, the 
campus and the school had occupied 
much of their trip. Following Dr. King’s 
appearance at NCC, St. Angelo recalled 
the difficult task of safely transporting 
Dr. King out of town. 

A police escort protected Dr. King 
and St. Angelo as far as the Chicago 
city limits. Following Dr. King’s visit, 
St. Angelo “inspired and directed the 
recruitment, organizing and supplying 
of three bus loads that traveled to Selma, 
Ga. from Naperville,” said Reinhart-
Marean, a student at the time.  

Reliving the legacy 

On Jan. 4, 2010, President Obama 
declared January as National Slavery and 
Human Trafficking Awareness Month. 

“Fighting modern slavery and human 
trafficking is a shared responsibility. 
This month, I urge all Americans to 
educate themselves about all forms 
of modern slavery and the signs and 
consequences of human trafficking. 
Together, we can and must end this most 
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violation,” proclaimed Obama. 
Many North Central students may 

not know that this knowledge and 
opportunity is right here on campus. The 
college's International Justice Mission 
chapter has just kicked off its meetings 
for winter term, and is encouraging 
students to aid in the fight against 
human slavery.

According to IJM.org, this mission 
is “a human rights agency that secures 

“Same space. Same spot. Same 
lectern. Every time I hear his name I 
shake and shudder. So much courage,” 
began Dr. Cornel West. On Friday, Jan. 
15, 2010, West spoke to students, faculty 
and community members in honor of 
the 50th anniversary of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s visit to North Central College 
in 1960. West’s speech started a week of 
remembrance and celebration for the 
world renowned civil rights activist who 
stood on the same stage 50 years ago.  

The evening began with a reception 
at the A.A. Smith House.  “[West] 
showed up early and took the time to 
take pictures and meet everyone that 
was there to see him,” said Student 
Governing Association (SGA) President 

Chris Ranallo, ’10. West was greeted 
by a group of professors, faculty and 
students, all eagerly waiting to meet the 
Princeton professor, hailed as one of the 
top intellectuals of our time.  

“How humble he was,” said Megan 
Smith, ’11, who attended the reception. 
“He interacted on such a personal level 
with the students.”  

West took time to talk to each student 
individually and was truly engaged as he 
spoke to each one.  “After meeting him, 
he is one of the kindest men I have ever 
met,” concluded Smith.

Joshua Bailey, ’11, along with Smith, 
talked to West about the creation of 
North Central’s International Justice 
Movement (IJM) chapter.  “We spoke to 

Reviving the legacy 
Cornel West takes the stage, touches the hearts of 
the community, and brings the spirit of MLK Jr. to life

West see page 3

MLK see page 2MLK Jr. was asked to speak at North Central in 1960 , despite his controversial movement of the time.

justice for victims of slavery, sexual 
exploitation and other forms of violent 
oppression. IJM lawyers, investigators 
and aftercare professionals work with 
local governments to ensure victim 
rescue, to prosecute perpetrators and 
to strengthen the community and civic 
factors that promote functioning public 
justice systems.”

Brian Waters, '11, an IJM board 
member, believes North Central student 
involvement can only aid in educating 

our communities and developing more 
prevention toward this pressing issue in 
today's society.

“I believe that it is important for our 
fellow students to join an organization 
like IJM just so they can stand up in 
the face of injustice around the world 
and actually do something about it. Our 
generation is vital to the future of our 

IJM see page 2

Dr. Cornel West took time to answer all of the audience's questions after his lecture. Photo by Andrew Macnider

Alumni come together to share memories of Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s controversial visit to North Central


