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Thirty-two years after the original 
release of Crystal Silence, Grammy 
award-winning artists Chick Corea 
and Gary Burton joined musical forc-
es once again on the stage of Wentz 
Concert Hall this past Saturday.

The soothing sounds of Burton’s 
vibraphone combined with Corea’s 
piano playing allowed for the nice 
spring weather to enter in the Wentz 
through the calming quality of their 
music. The chemistry on stage was 
clear as the pair vibed off of one 
another to add a fresh quality to songs 
over 30 years old.

Their performance had a liquid 
quality to it: the songs just flowed 
together as if this exact performance 
has been done a million times. 

The cooling sounds of their instru-
ments complemented one another the 
entire performance, establishing their 
songs to be just as powerful as the 
day of release. Everyone in the crowd 
seemed at ease while watching, allow-
ing for an overall relaxed night.

Their songs and audience were not 
the only things that were laid back. 
Corea sported sweat pants, while 
Burton fashioned a modest ensemble 
of casual clothing. Jared Grebner, ’11, 
got the opportunity to work hospital-
ity for the two, and said the outfits 
very much resembled their personali-
ties.

“They were both just really nice 
guys – very laid back,” Grebner said. 
“They had no special or crazy hospi-

tality requests like some of the past 
artists I’ve worked for.”

Professionalism on behalf of both 
performers was in tact both off stage 
and on. 

“They know what they have to get 
done, do it, and they’re on their way,” 
Grebner said. “On stage and off, they 
knew what they were doing.”

In 2007, the veteran duo recorded 

their second album together – this 
time a live set. This new album, aptly 
titled The New Crystal Silence, won 
Corea and Burton a Grammy for best 
jazz instrumental album. Though the 
recorded versions of the songs demon-
strate their legendary status, the live 
performances take their music to the 
next level that is necessary for bril-

liant music.
“It’s one of the best performances 

I’ve seen on campus,” Elizabeth Zelz, 
’11, said. “The caliber of performers 
just keeps on growing.”

Zelz, who has been working for 
the North Central College Box Office 
since 2007, said her experiences at 
work have changed greatly over the 
years. 

“It now feels like working in a box 
office in the city as opposed to a col-
lege facility,” she said. “As a student, 
I feel very privileged and lucky to be 
given the opportunity to work in such 
a facility with world-class perform-
ers.”

And world-class performers they 
were. During intermission, audience 

NCC’s Model U.N.

“The United Nations, whose mem-
bership comprises almost all the states 
in the world, is founded on the principle 
of the equal worth of every human be-
ing,” once proclaimed former Secretary-
General to the United Nations, Kofi An-
nan. 

Although the thoughts and achieve-
ments of international diplomats could 
seem irrelevant to the students of North 
Central College, many would be sur-
prised to see that these thoughts are 
very much mirrored by a few of their 
very own.

“I think that, especially in America, 
it is easy for students to become self-
interested and not really care or make 
the effort to learn about what is going 
on with other nations or even the U.S.’s 
relations with other countries. I think it 
makes for a well rounded person to learn 
about such things since it can affect us, 
other nations, and even people who don’t 
really have the freedom or influence 
within their own societies,” states North 
Central Model U.N. participant Jenica 
Alsip, ’11. 

These thoughts were also shared with 
Alsip’s  teammates, who all traveled to 
the annual National Model United Na-

tions conference in New York City from 
March 29-April 3, and represented the 
Republic of Croatia. And according to 
them, it was a very busy five days.

“It is actually a pretty tiring process. 
It’s often early mornings and late nights. 
Sessions begin in the morning about 8 
or 8:30 a.m. During session we would do 
things like set the agenda (decide which 
topic we want to talk about first) and 
then after that we usually move to caucus 
(break into informal discussion amongst 
each other) where we figure out what we 
want to discuss within the report, find 
countries with similar goals and begin 
to form a paper,” said Alsip.

 “Other groups will form papers ei-
ther disagreeing with your topic or ad-
dressing a different issue than your top-
ic. Sessions usually last for three to four 
hours then we break for lunch for two 
hours then back to formal session where 
the previously stated usually continues 
and then we break for dinner for a few 
hours again and then session and then 
break for the night at about 10 or 10:30 
p.m. After that our class would meet 
with our professor to discuss the accom-
plishments then we would grab a bite to 
eat and go to bed,” continued Alsip.

It is quite clear that the educational 
experience began much earlier then the 
duration of the conference itself. Mem-
bers of the team were preparing far in 

advance by researching 
Croatian history and cul-
ture, as well as perform-
ing simulations much 
like those that would ap-
pear later at the confer-
ence in New York.

“We did extensive work on our par-
ticular topics, which included making 
binders that were filled with research 
that became useful during the confer-
ence, we also learned the historical per-
spectives of Croatia,” informed Hina 
Latif, ’10, a Model U.N. participant. 

This preparation also taught the par-
ticipants of the humanitarian motives 
behind the work of the United Nations.

“I think it changes you as a person 
to learn about other countries’ histories. 
While preparing for Croatia we learned 
much about the Croatian/Serbian issues 
from the 1990s. It’s really easy to at first 
just dismiss issues like that because it’s 
not happening around you, but when you 
really dive in and realize these are people 
like you and me, just simple families, it’s 
just heart wrenching,” stated Alsip.

“It makes me proud of myself to 
have learned about another culture, 
I just feel like a better human being. I 
feel like when foreign people talk to 
me, they won’t think ‘Oh, just another 
self-centered American who thinks the 
world revolves around them’. Also, it was 

just great to meet new people, especially 
at the NMUN where people from Italy, 
Germany, and many other places came. 
It was just really fun to interact with 
them,” says Alsip of her experience.

The current Model U.N. participants 
encourage younger North Central stu-
dents to seriously consider participating 
in the future.

“Any student who is interested in in-
ternational politic’s, law, human rights 
etc. will definitely enjoy this class, al-
though it is a class that involves a lot 
of work, its the most interesting class I 
have taken in my entire undergraduate 
career. Future NCC students will enjoy 
this class not because of the content but 
because Dr. Muck teaches this class so 
well that you will WANT to do research 
for this class and become actively in-
volved in class discussions,” encouraged 
Latif.

Students interested in enrolling in 
the Model U.N. course are encouraged to 
contact Dr. William Muck at wjmuck@
noctrl.edu for more information. 

 

members buzzed over the quality 
of both the facility and the concert. 
Corea and Burton took their classic 
jazz songs and turned them into a 
genre of their own, representative of 
their individuality.

Genres usually vary across the 
board for on-campus performances. 
Eliseo Martinez, ’10, said that there’s 
something for everyone to enjoy on 
the performance calendar.

“One of the things that has really 
impressed me is the diversity of the 
events,” Martinez said. “We had Har-
lem Gospel Choir here one week and 
a Flamenco dance performance the 
next. It’s just been truly amazing just 
to see the eclectic talents coming in. I 
think people should try to experience 
it first before they judge – there is an 
event for anyone.”

As far as Corea and Burton go, 
Martinez is proud of the artists North 
Central is starting to get.

“I didn’t realize just how prolific 
a lot of these artists would be until I 
started working here,” Martinez said.  
“It’s really an amazing experience to 
see these outstanding artists. A lot 
of these artists are first class. Every 
once and a while we get to meet them, 
and for the most part, they’re down 
to earth and it’s amazing that we get 
to create these relationships with art-
ists.”

The profound amount of talent on 
stage Corea and Burton provided al-
lowed for a well-balanced and sooth-
ing night of jazz. Decades after the 
duo first collaborated, their relevance 
remained.

Chick Corea and Gary Burton reunite at NCC’s Wentz Concert Hall to create a soothing, cool, jazz sound.
(Photo courtesy of Berman Musical Foundation)
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Chick Corea and Gary Burton bring the jazz


