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The Good
Spring has arrived! 
Enjoy the sunshine 
and maybe take a 
“sick day” or two.

We’re Calling ItWe’re Calling ItWe’re Calling ItWe’re Calling ItWe’re Calling It a breakdown of the good, the bad, 
and the ugly from this week


The Bad


The Ugly


Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel? He gives 
new meaning to the 
phrase “vote or die.”

Icelandic volcano 
grounds flights for a 
week. Don’t piss off 

Mother Nature.

In 1996, California became one of 
the first states in the nation to legalize 
medical marijuana. According to the 
most recent USDA statistics, the deci-
sion to legalize pot brings in $14 billion 
a year, making it California’s largest 
cash crop. 

In addition, $200 million is cur-
rently subject to the sales tax of medical 
marijuana. California also estimates 
that they will be saving another $1 bil-
lion a year by ceasing to arrest, pros-
ecute, and imprison nonviolent mari-
juana use offenders.  

According to the Illinois Debt Coun-
ter, our state is currently $106 billion 
in debt with an annual increase of six 
percent. If we really break it down, this 
means that the state’s debt increases 
$201.67 per second. That’s more money 
than I have in my bank account right 
now. 

It is only common sense that Illinois 
jump on the pot legalizing bandwagon. 

Illinois is currently only one House 
vote away from the next step in legal-
izing medical marijuana. If Illinois 
brings in as much money as California 
in marijuana sales, our state could be 
out of debt in just over seven years.

However, many opponents of the 
bill worry that marijuana is a “gateway” 
drug. They argue its users are subject to 
more dangerous and lethal drugs such 
as cocaine and heroin. 

But can’t we make these kinds of 
links to almost anything? McDonald’s 
eaters are more subject to obesity. 
Tanning leads to cancer. Living in the 
sun-deprived state of Alaska is known 
to cause depression, which leads to 
suicide. Each of these is dangerous and 
even fatal in extreme circumstances. 
However, I do not see Illinois making 
McDonald’s, tanning, or moving to 
Alaska illegal anytime soon. 

In addition, what many critics fail to 
recognize is that Illinois is only look-
ing to legalize marijuana for medical 
purposes, not as a wholesale product. 
In cases of some cancers, AIDS, and 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS), marijuana acts 
as a pain reliever that over-the-counter 
drugs and even prescription drugs can-
not alleviate. 

Lucie MacFarlane, a 46-year old 
woman from Joliet, suffers from neuro-
fibromatosis and a surgery which fused 
her spine incorrectly. MacFarlane re-
cently testified at a House meeting that 
she is forced to buy and use marijuana 

illegally in order to relieve the constant 
pain she suffers. 

If the bill is passed to legalize 
medical marijuana, people like Lucie 
MacFarlane will no longer have to il-
legally purchase the drug, making their 
unfortunate circumstances that much 
more tolerable. 

The Huffington Post states, “[Mari-
juana] would serve as a replacement for 
drugs like Vicodin and Oxycontin, both 
of which are addictive and can be fatal 
if overdosed. No tests have shown that 
either is the case for marijuana.”

MedicalMJ.org backs up the Huff-
ington Post statement by comparing the 
addictive properties of various com-
monly used drugs. Marijuana seems to 
have significantly less serious effects on 
a person’s dependence, withdrawal, and 
tolerance when compared to nicotine, 
heroin, cocaine, alcohol, and even caf-
feine. 

Therefore, that Starbucks we college 
students so often purchase every morn-
ing is in fact more addictive than if we 
were to smoke a joint instead. 

According to the MedicalMJ.org 
findings, Nicotine users, mainly ciga-
rette smokers, have the highest depen-
dence rate of any other drugs, including 
heroin and cocaine. As long as they 
remain a few feet from the building, we 
continue to see people on the sidewalks 
smoking cigarettes. It would be less 
dangerous if they were smoking pot. 

Other critics may argue that al-
though marijuana is organic and 
perhaps not fatal or addictive, it still has 
the ability to dangerously impair one’s 
judgment. As college students, we may 
know better than anyone else that alco-
hol does the exact same thing, but with 
more dangerous consequences.

According to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 22,073 alcohol-
induced deaths occur in the U.S. each 
year, not even including accidents and 
homicides. On the contrary, there has 
never been one reported marijuana 
overdose death in history. 

 Yet we are still legally allowed to 
walk into a liquor store the second we 
turn 21 and purchase any amount of 
alcohol as we please. 

Come on, Illinois. Legalize medical 
marijuana, get us out of debt, and make 
us an overall happier and healthier 
state.

On April 13, 2010, the Evanston, Ill., 
city council voted unanimously in favor 
of the development of a wind farm a few 
miles off of the Lake Michigan shore. 
This development would include 40 tur-
bines standing at 300 feet each, costing 
approximately $10 million a piece. This 
project is expected to cost $400 million 
in total. Many were intrigued at the 
overwhelming support from Evanston’s 
council – even Chicago 
Mayor Richard Daley 
showed an interest in 
the possibilities the 
project could bring to 
northern Illinois.

“If you want to talk 
about the environment 
— if you want to talk 
about the clean envi-
ronment and alternative 
energy — everybody 
has to look at [wind 
energy],” Daley said in 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 

These turbines 
are expected to col-
lect enough energy to 
support up to 40,000 
homes; this is more 
than Evanston hosts in general. It is 
possible that the extra energy cultivated 
will be available to sell to other areas, 
in hopes of generating revenue from the 
project. 

There are some, if only few, in op-
position towards this particular attempt 
to ‘go green.’ The main concern many 
Evanston residents have made known is 
the aesthetic effect the presence of these 
structures will have on the well-known 
north shore area. However, those 
concerned with these effects should 
know that the turbines are going to be 
installed six to nine miles off of the Ev-
anston shore, making the visibility from 
land of the structures virtually uniden-
tifiable, according to WGN news.

These same groups of people have 

also shown a great concern with the 
presumed noise pollution that accompa-
nies structures such as these. It should 
be known however that the structures 
have been improved upon greatly since 
the time in which this stigma origi-
nated. 

The American Wind Energy As-
sociation (AWEA) assures that “the 
noise has been reduced by changing the 
thickness of the blades’ trailing edges 
and by making machines ‘upwind’ 
rather than ‘downwind’ so that the wind 
hits the rote blade first.”

Another concern has come about 
out of consideration of the effects on 
migratory birds. A few officials believe 
that the location of the turbines could 
potentially harm the species physically 
or psychologically by distorting their 
view of the shoreline which normally 
guides them to their destinations. This, 
however, is not a large concern as well. 

According to the AWEA, “bird 
deaths from wind energy are unlikely 
to ever reach as high as one percent of 
those from other human-related sources 
such as hunters, house cats, buildings 
and automobiles.” Essentially, the pres-
ence of many of our modern structures 
we have come to live our lives around 
are disrupting these animals more than 
the construction of these turbines will 

ever affect them. 
Although many 

of the arguments 
made against the 
construction of these 
structures can be 
easily disputed, there 
is one concern that 
should not be taken 
lightly. 

The marine life 
habitat that could 
be affected by this 
project should be the 
main concern of the 
developers. Although 
the results from this 
type of innovation 
could benefit Illinois 

greatly in the future, as well as set the 
pace for other regions in our country for 
the future of energy cultivation, it is im-
portant to observe the potential ripple 
effect the presence of such structures 
could have on daily life.

There have been a few major studies 
done observing the effects the electro-
magnetic energy accompanying these 
turbines have on marine life. Certain 
species of fish have been recorded being 
attracted to the underwater cables send-
ing out these unnatural energy waves. 
The sound waves projected underwater 
from the machines operation has also 
been recorded to have an impact of the 
behavior of marine life. Other species 
of fish have been known to avoid areas 
where turbines are present due to the 
noise they project.

These new variables in the marine 
environment will undoubtedly alter the 
behavioral patterns of the marine life as 
a whole. For Lake Michigan in particu-
lar, where there is a $7 billion fishing 
industry operating, those behavioral 
changes could affect a lot more than 
previously foreseen. 

There is no doubt that wind en-
ergy will be very prevalent in the near 
future. The possibilities of conservation 
and utilization of natural forces to com-
pensate for energy usage is obviously 
appealing to just about everyone. The 
only question that remains is how to 
decrease the effects these new possibili-
ties have on our existing way of life. 

Medical marijuana could 
bring Illinois to a new high

EVANSTON: 
The new 

Windy City?

by Becca Sage
staff  writer

“If you want to 
talk about the 
environment — if 
you want to talk 
about the clean 
environment and 
alternative energy 
— everybody has to 
look at wind energy.” 

–Mayor Daley

Proposed wind farms could 
benefi t the community but 

also hinder wildlife

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Send your opinions to us at 
chronicle@noctrl.edu


