
themselves as scholars to the 
wider community.”

This symposium is seen as 
a culmination of hard work 
and dedication put into the 
various disciplines studied at 
North Central. Honors Day, 
however, also celebrates the 
introduction of new leaders to 
the North Central community. 
NCC has twelve honor societ-
ies on campus for undergradu-
ates to become involved in. 
It is during Honors Day that 
these new academic and social 
leaders will get inducted into 
these various societies.

Many freshmen will be in-
terested to know that there is a 
specific society set out to hon-
or the onset of their outstand-
ing academic career. Alpha 
Lambda Delta was established 
in 1924. Freshmen who have 
earned a 3.75 GPA or higher, 
as well as being in the top ten 
percent of their class will be 
considered for induction. 

Recently there has been a 
lot of information circulating 
to younger students involving 

The Blue Key Honors Society, 
a group dedicated to service 
and leadership in their com-
munities. They base induction 
off of upperclassmen who have 
demonstrated leadership on 
campus, as well as instances of 
service to the community, and 
the high academic achieve-
ment of maintaining a GPA of 
3.5 or above. 

Those interested in learn-
ing more about Blue Key are 
encouraged to contact Dr. 
Cavenagh. 

Another society that could 
be of interest to many North 
Central undergrads is Kappa 
Delta Pi. A society guiding 
those most passionate about 
education, its presence here 
at North Central is fitting, 
considering North Central’s 
widely reputed education cur-
riculum. 

Many NCC students may 
be asking themselves what 
reason they have to involve 
themselves in this type of ex-
tracurricular activity. There 
is, however, more then one 

reason why it could be benefi-
cial.

It never hurts to have just 
one more activity on a resume 
before you walk into a job in-
terview, and what better activ-
ity could it be than an organi-
zation that is highly regarded 
in your field of study? 

Another aspect to consider 
is that most of the honor so-
ciety options that North Cen-
tral has to offer are interna-
tional organizations that have 
been around for long periods 
of time. This means that vet-
erans in your field will have 
more then likely heard, or 
even been involved in the very 
honor societies that you are 
looking into right now, creat-
ing a common ground during 
the interview. 

Being involved in these 
types of organizations can 
also prepare you for the pro-
fessional world in which you 
wish to become employed in. 
Often times these groups will 
organize visits from current 
professionals in the field to 

by Becca Sage
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North Central College’s 
annual Honors Day is quickly 
approaching, and many North 
Central students are preparing 
to show the campus and com-
munity just how hard they 
have worked throughout the 
2009-2010 academic school 
year. 

This year’s Honors Day 
will be held during week eight 
of spring term. At this time, 
the Rall Symposium for Un-
dergraduate Research will 
also be taking place. Accord-
ing to the North Central web-
site, “established in 1997, the 
Rall Symposium is a forum 
for North Central students to 
present their original scholar-
ship. It is held in May and is 
open to students from across 
the college. Each year, the 
Rall Symposium welcomes a 
keynote speaker of national 
reputation and gives students 
an opportunity to present 

Honors Day showcases NCC’s best and brightest

by Emily Vose
copy editor

For Sidra Hamidi a year of 
hard work and research culmi-
nated at the Midwest Political 
Science Association conference 
in Chicago on April 25, 2010. 

With a major in political 
science and minor in history 
of ideas, the senior began work 
for the Race Project last sum-
mer.  

The Project on Race in 
Political Communication was 
started by Associate Professor 
of Political Science Dr. Stephen 
Caliendo and his research part-
ner and New York University 
professor, Charlton McIlwain. 
According to RaceProject.org, 
the mission is “to contribute 
to the state of knowledge in the 
field of political communica-
tion and share that informa-
tion with the mass public in an 
accessible way.” 

Hamidi’s work focused on 
creating a database with in-
formation on all congressio-
nal candidates since 1968.The 
database includes information 
such as date of birth, race, gen-
der and campaign finance data.  
“It is the first of its kind,” said 
Hamidi. No other database  
combines all of this informa-
tion in one place.  

“It was an intensive task 
for me.  I had to coordinate 
research assistants through-
out the country online,” said 
Hamidi.  She, along with McIl-
wain, presented the database 
at this year’s Midwest Political 
Science Association confer-

ence.  
The conference is a four day 

event where political scientists 
present their research. The 
Race Project presented the new 
database, focusing on the pur-
pose and usefulness.

“I was lucky enough to get 
a grant to stay there for all four 
days. It was a good experience,” 
said Hamidi.  She attended 
several panels each day, gain-
ing more and more experience 
from each one.  

The experience will be use-
ful in Hamidi’s future.  In the 
fall, she will 
enter the 
University of 
Chicago and 
start work 
towards her 
masters in 
international 
r e l a t i o n s . 
Upon the 
complet ion 
of the one-
year pro-
gram, Hami-
di is unsure 
of what she 
will do next.  
“I am open to 
many differ-
ent options 
after the pro-
gram,” said 
Hamidi.  Ul-
timately, she 
would like 
to continue 
on to get her 
PhD and 
then teach 
at the college 
level.

Hamidi credits her fu-
ture career to the professors 
at North Central.  In fact, the 
professors have been her favor-
ite part of the last four years of 
college.  

“My professors provide con-
stant inquiry and inspiration.  
I learned to doubt everything 
and think analytically,” said 
Hamidi. “As a student, my 
individual growth has mat-
tered.”

 Most of Hamidi’s profes-
sors have been a good influence 
on her studies.  Along with Dr. 

answer questions and create 
contacts, or organize trips to 
relevant locations that could 
be beneficial to the students 
involved.

It is obvious that involve-
ment with this type of activ-
ity is beneficial to the future 
no matter how you look at it. 
Students should also be aware 
that the societies explained 
previously are not the only op-
tions that North Central pro-
vides. 

There is also Alpha Kappa 
Delta, a sociology honor soci-
ety, The American Marketing 
Association, for marketing 
students, Tri Beta, a biology 
honor society, Chi Alpha Sig-
ma, for student-athletes who 
accumulate a 3.4 GPA after 
their junior year, Delta Phi Al-
pha, a German honor society, 
Phi Alpha Delta, a law honor 
society, Pi Sigma Alpha, a po-
litical science honor society, 
Psi Chi, a psychology honor 
society, and Sigma Tau Delta, 
an English honor society. 

Caliendo, Dr. Muck, assistant 
professor of political science, 
Dr. Bohrer, assistant professor 
of English, Dr. Morris, pro-
fessor of philosophy, and Dr. 
Cavenagh, the Schneller Sisters 
Professor of Leadership, Ethics 
and Values, have mentored and 
inspired Hamidi throughout 
her four years at North Central 
and served as a catalyst for her 
future plans.  

Besides Hamidi’s work on 
the Race Project, she has also 
been working on her honors 
thesis.  The topic is social jus-

tice in India.  Earlier this year, 
Hamidi was president of Green 
Scene, an environmental group 
on campus.  She has also been 
a part of the Student Govern-
ing Association and Academic 
Life Committee in the past.  
Currently she works with Dr. 
Cavenagh on the Illinois State 
Bar Association newsletter. 

With plans for the imme-
diate future set, Hamidi will 
graduate in June ready for 
whatever comes her way. “I 
want to let life take me where  
it will,” said Hamidi.

Sidra Hamidi, ’10, is a political science major and a history of ideas minor. She is currently collaborating with Associate Professor of Political Sci-
ence, Dr. Stephen Caliendo on the Project on Race in Political Communication. This is only one of the many activities Hamidi partipates in.
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NCC’s Sidra Hamidi extends her talent beyond campus 


