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North Central graduate Parker 
Gadbois, '09, serves as proof that the 
prestigious scholarships our school 
promotes are not out of reach. 

He was recently awarded the 
Fulbright ETA (English Teaching 
Assistantship) along with the Critical 
Language Enhancement Award for 
2010-2011. 

Gadbois, an English writing major 
with minors in Secondary Education 
and Chinese, found many ways to 
become involved during his time at 
North Central. 

In addition to participating 
in the College Scholars program, 
Gadbois also studied abroad in China 
and Japan, worked as a Resident 
Assistant, tutored in the Writing 
Center, volunteered as a Junior-Senior 
Scholar, wrote for the NCC Review 
and worked during the summer with 
international students at the college’s 
Summer Language Institute.

The Fulbright award will allow 
Gadbois to travel to Taiwan this 
upcoming fall to teach English and 
continue his studies in Chinese. The 
award provides him with $30,000 
to support nine months of teaching, 
along with additional funding for his 
language study. 

Established in 1946 by the U.S. 
Congress, the Fulbright Grant program 
is the largest U.S. international 
exchange program, fostering mutual 
understanding across nations. 

Highly qualified students, 
generally recent graduates, apply 
each year from across the nation and 
are put through a highly competitive 
selection process. 

That Gadbois was chosen among so 
many other high-achieving applicants 
truly constitutes a significant honor.

Gadbois says a number of different 
factors inspired him to apply for 
a Fulbright, particularly all the 
professors who have helped him 
throughout his college career. 

He thanks the teachers who wrote 
letters of recommendation for his 
application: Annie Liu (professor of 
Chinese), Judy Brodhead (professor 
of English), Sheryl Finkle (professor 
of education), along with the faculty 
who served on the Fulbright campus 
interview committee: Jack Shindler 
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Pro-Life Week spreads awareness

IN DEPTH: North Central's 
interdisciplinary programs 

In the early morning hours 
of  April 23, 2010, North Central 
graduate Stacy Jurich, '08, and 
her friend Natasha McShane were 
walking home from a night out in the 
Bucktown neighborhood celebrating. 
McShane had just received an 
internship, and Jurich had also had a 
few accomplishments at work. 

Many North Central students 
were stunned when hearing the news 

that a former North Central student 
had been jumped after a night out 
with friends. This is an activity 
many students partake in frequently.
Sadly, these types of occurrences are 
becoming close to normalcy, and 
even more young adults are falling 
victims to late night violence. 

Jurich and McShane were nearing 
the Bloomingdale line railroad 
viaduct when they were approached 
by a Hispanic male, carrying a 
wooden baseball bat. The man 

attacked the two women, McShane 
fell unconscious first, then Jurich 
did shortly after she had flagged 
down a cab driver for help.

“I have been to Bucktown 
numerous times, and never thought 
my safety would have been in 
jeapordy,” said North Central 
student Kourtney Macaluso, '13. “I 
have family that lives there and to 
think that something like this could 

Bucktown beating hits close to home 
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As the fi rst Pro-Life week at North Central College came to a close, the college’s Pro-Life Club brought Alex Rechenmacher, a Naperville 
lawyer, to campus to speak on abortion law and why it should be changed. The club sponsored the event last Tuesday, May 4, 2010, at 6 p.m. 
in Keikhofer Hall. For more information on the club's events and activities, contact club president Laura Kizior at ltkizior@noctrl.edu.

Programs see page 3
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Many students may not realize the 
difference between a program and a 
department, or the fact that there even 
is a difference.  However, North Central 
College offers a unique variety of nine 
interdisciplinary programs that are 
separate from the 18 departments. 

“The interdisciplinary programs 
create majors and minors that 
intertwine concepts from several 
different divisions and departments,” 

said Francine Navakas, director of 
integrative programs. What this means 
is that professors from several different 
departments teach within the programs, 
creating programs with specialized 
courses all relating back to a common 
theme.  

The first program, history of ideas, 
started over 20 years ago. “Teachers 
from different fields got together and 
decided they could mix ideas,” said 
Navakas. “Each professor brought a 
unique method and knowledge from 
a different discipline. Eventually, it 
became a program with a coordinator.” 

Since then, eight other programs have 
joined history of ideas: east asian studies, 
enviromental studies, global studies, 

gender and women’s studies, interactive 
media studies, leadership, ethics and 
values and urban and suburban studies.  

One main difference between a 
program and a department is the way 
they are staffed.  Each program has 
a coordinator, a professor that serves 
the role similar to a department chair.  
However, the coordinator does not 
serve only one specific program. The 
coordinators and instructors of the 
classes within the program are professors 
in a different department at the college.  

“Each professor first has an obligation 
to their own department,” said Navakas. 
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