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Honors Day
On Tuesday, May 18, the 

college will be celebrating 
Honors Day with the Rall 
Symposium. Students will be 
presenting research from all 
academic fields. The event 
includes a keynote address 
by a leading scholar, Honors 
Convocation when outstanding 
students will be recognized 
for their accomplishments in 
academic and co-curricular 
disciplines, and induction 
ceremonies for 15 honor 
societies. The Rall Symposium 
will occur from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. in various locations 
throughout campus. Then, 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., there 
will be an Honors Convocation 
in Wentz Concert Hall, followed 
by an evening of induction 
ceremonies for the many honors 
societies on campus.

SGA Elections
The Student Government 

Association has prolonged the 
deadline for turning in next 
year’s election packets. They 
will now be due on Friday, May 
14 at WAC front desk. 

Scholarship Deadline
Applications for the Mironda 

K. Heston Scholarship in Human 
Service are due on  Sunday, May 
30. This scholarship is awarded 
annually to students involved 
in human rights and service at 
home or abroad. It honors its 
namesake, Mironda K. Heston, 
who graduated North Central 
in 2002 and died of an illness 
contracted while working in 
Haiti to help improve health 
care. Those applying must 
be sophomore, junior, or 
senior standing and may use 
the money for travel or other 
related expenses  while serving. 
Recipients must also provide a 
written summary of their work 
after completion.  For more 
information or to obtain an 
application, contact Professor 
Cavenagh, tdcavenagh@noctrl.
edu, 630-637-5157.

(professor of English, Director 
of International Programs) and 
Mara Berkland (Speech Com-
munication). He also wants to 
thank Professor Perry Hamalis 
(Director of the Office of Aca-
demic Opportunities and coor-
dinator of the College Scholars 
Program), who was “a huge 
factor in bringing everything 
together.” 

“I had a good chance, and 
thought I should take advan-
tage of that,” said Gadbois. 

Gadbois plans on using the 
skills he acquired at North 
Central and at his current job 
teaching English at East Aurora 
High School on a daily basis in 
Taiwan. 

He acknowledges how he 
will need to simultaneously 
dedicate himself to focusing on 
a variety of different tasks and 
fulfilling a variety of different 
roles, which may include that 
of teacher, advisor, ambassador 
and diplomat, among others. 

He feels the work ethic he 
gained from North Central will 
also prove highly beneficial 
during his work overseas. 

The way his professors con-
stantly challenged him con-
vinced Gadbois there were no 
limits to what he could do, and 
encouraged him to challenge 
himself in the same manner.

Still uncertain about his 
exact plans after returning 
from teaching internationally, 
Gadbois says they will largely 
depend on his teaching experi-
ence in Taiwan. 

He would love to learn Chi-
nese sufficiently enough to teach 
it in the U.S., and he expresses 
enthusiasm for returning to the 
students at East Aurora. 

But if that does not work 
out, he also has an interest in 
acquiring a teaching job at his 

old high school.
His teachers had nothing 

but praise to offer the aspiring 
young teacher. 

His Chinese professor An-
nie Liu, who worked with him 
during the Summer Language 
Institute program, notes how 
“he’s very inspiring in terms of 
being a tutor…he never appears 
superior to the other students.” 

One of his English profes-
sors Jack Shindler states that 
Gadbois “is clearly a born 
teacher, who has a special spark 
for tutoring and teaching.”

Sheryl Finkle, his education 
professor, acknowledges his ex-
cellent combination of scholar-
ship and pedagogy that made 
him such an appealing candi-

date for the awards he received. 
“The kind of attributes 

they [the Fulbright committee] 
would be looking for were ones 
Parker had,” said Finkle. 

For instance, Gadbois’ sense 
of creativity shines through in 
his innovative teaching meth-
ods, such as when he construct-
ed a YouTube video about iam-
bic pentameter in a rap format 
with words scrolling along the 
screen for students to follow.

When asked what advice he 
would give North Central stu-
dents who might want to ap-
ply for a Fulbright or another 
prestigious award, Gadbois had 
plenty to share. 

First off, he emphasizes the 
importance of planning ahead. 

“Start early,” he encourages, 
“that way you can tailor your 
college experience to whatever 
award you want to apply for.” 

He also tells students, “don’t 
underestimate what you’ve 
done.” Gadbois felt he should 
take advantage of the chance he 
had to win, and other students 
need to show the same confi-
dence in their own work. 

And he highly recommends 
studying abroad or learning a 
new language, which will like-
ly inspire students to expand 
those experiences, something 
that receiving a Fulbright can 
facilitate.

Gadbois is the fifth North 
Central graduate to earn a cov-
eted Fulbright award.
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happen to two unsuspecting 
women is very disconcerting.”

According to WGN news, 
Jurich “has no equilibrium, 
suffers from short term memo-
ry loss and seizures.” As of right 
now she is being transferred to 
Northwestern Memorial Hospi-
tal and going through extensive 
rehabilitation therapy to regain 
full use of the left side of her 
body.

McShane is in much worse 
shape, however. The Chicago 
Sun-Times reported late last 
month that she was suffering 
from brain swelling and was in 
an induced coma. 

Fox News reported May 7 
that doctors had lifted the drug 
induced coma, but they are see-
ing little brain activity. How-
ever, there are hopeful signs 
pointing towards a recovery.

McShane is a native of 
Northern Ireland who is here 
taking part in a foreign study 
program through the Univer-
sity of Illinois-Chicago. 

Jurich was quoted in the 
Chicago Tribune stating, “We 
would just like to make  sure 
that the individuals that did 
this terrible, terrible thing are 
sentenced and are put behind 
bars and do not have the oppor-

tunity to hurt another person 
and another family...My desire 
is to speak on behalf of Natasha 
and myself because she unfor-
tunately can’t right now.”

Lucky enough for Jurich 
and McShane, this justice came 
much sooner then expected. 

On Tuesday, April 27 police 
arrested two suspects in the 
case. Heriberto Viramontes, 30, 
and Marcy Cruz, 25, are being 
charged with armed robbery 
and aggravated battery for the 
attack.

 Chicago investigators were 
able to track the two down with 
the help of surveillance video 
captured at a gas station, where 
they attempted to use one of the 
girl’s credit cards. 

They also tracked the wom-
en’s stolen cell phones, which 
led them to Cruz’s residence.

According to the Chicago 
Tribune, Viramontes is a mem-
ber of the Spanish Cobras street 
gang, and owns an extensive 
criminal record. Infractions 
include possession of a stolen 
motor vehicle, burglary and do-
mestic battery.

When Chicago Police Super-
intendent Jody Weis was asked 
by the Chicago Sun-Times at 
the end of last month if the 

charges would be upgraded to 
attempted murder he respond-
ed, “We want to charge them 
with everything we can.”

The Chicago police really 
stayed on top of this and re-
ally made an effort to solve this 
case,” says Jurich.

On the evening of May 8, 
Cans bar and Canteen, the very 
bar the women were leaving 
the night of the attack, put on 
a fundraiser. Over 300 people 
attended and the bar ended up 
raising around $4,000 to go to-
wards the women’s extensive 
medical bills.

“To see family and friends 

there that came around that 
we haven’t seen in 30 years, it 
was very heartwarming. I guess 
it made me feel a little better 
about people because lately, my 
faith hasn’t been good,” Jurich’s 
father, Pete, told the Chicago 
Tribune.

For those who are interested 
in helping, there will be a pub 
crawl in the Bucktown neigh-
borhood on May 23. 

Tickets for this event can be 
bought at the Blueline Lounge 
and Grill, 1548 N. Damen Ave, 
Chicago, Ill. Proceeds will go 
towards the victims’ medical 
bills.

The family is working through Illinois 
Masonic Medical Center’s PR fi rm.

All well-wishes should be sent to:
 

Illinois Masonic 
Medical Center
c/o Stacy Jurich

836 W. Wellington Ave.
Chicago, IL 60657
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Pointer Sisters
On Saturday, May 15, at 8 

p.m. in Pfeiffer Auditorium, 
the North Central College 
Performing Arts Series 
will present Pointer Sisters. 
Individual tickets are available 
by calling the box office at 630-
637-7469, or by visiting the web 
site northcentralcollege.edu/
show. Boyz II Men, originally 
scheduled for this date, has 
been moved to Sept. 25. Tickets 
for Pointer Sisters are $75 for 
the first level, $65 for the second 
level, and $60 for the third level.  
For more information contact 
Brian Lynch, 630-637-5368, 
btlynch@noctrl.edu.

Mindfulness Meditation
On Thursday, May 13, from 

4 to 5 p.m. in Keikhofer Hall’s 
Community Gathering Room, 
there will be a discussion and 
practice of meditation. The 
Religious Studies Department 
as well as the Office of Ministry 
and Service will be hosting this 
event. For more information 
contact Wioleta Polinska, 
wdpolinska@noctrl.edu.
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