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Heads Up!: Don’t miss out on Siblings Weekend! 
Begins this Friday, May 14, at 4 p.m. in Old Main. 
All space-themed events are appropriate for 
children ages 5 and up! 

by Rebecca Sage
staff  writer

“Disciplined,” “self-moti-
vated,” and “remarkable” are all 
terms that frequented my gath-
ered descriptions of North Cen-
tral’s Laurel White, ‘10. White, 
a two-time Richter Fellow and a 
member of the honors program, 
among many other accomplish-
ments, has just recently added 
another accreditation to her 
very long list. 

White has been chosen as 
one of only 14 accepted appli-
cants for the James H. Dunn 
Memorial Fellowship. Accord-
ing to the North Central College 
website the Fellowship, “pro-
vides a full salary and benefits 
to work for one year in the Gov-
ernor of Illinois’ Press Office in 
Springfield, Ill.” The program 
is highly competitive and ac-
cepts applications from all over 
the country. White shares how 
she came across such an oppor-
tunity.

“There is absolutely no way 
I would have 
received-or 
even known 
about- The 
Dunn Fel-
lowship if 
I hadn’t at-
tended the 
NEW Lead-
ership Il-
linois Con-
ference last 
spring. The 
c on fe r enc e 
was for fe-
male college 
students in-
terested in pursuing careers 
in ‘public life’ (elected office, 
policy jobs in government),” in-
formed White. 

It is at this very conference 
that White solidified her desire 
to work in government, non-
profit or as a public policy jour-
nalist. At the conclusion of this 
conference, participants were 
given a packet of post-graduate 
opportunities, and The Dunn 
Fellowship was listed among 
them.

Before learning of her 
achievement with the Fellow-
ship, White had been admitted 
into the Medill School of Jour-
nalism at Northwestern Uni-
versity. Upon learning of this 
opportunity, White decided to 
defer enrollment for a year to 
serve in Springfield.

When asked how her experi-
ences with the fellowship could 
improve her performance once 
in graduate school she was very 
optimistic about the positive at-
tributes she would attain from 

her opportunity.
“I’m hoping to learn more 

about how the state government 
operates. I’m also looking for-
ward to making contacts with 
Illinois political reporters. The 
Governor’s press office interacts 
with a lot of press obviously,” 
says White.

The Fellowship will not be 
White’s first encounter with the 
professional press. In her junior 
year White took a trip abroad to 
England, and worked as an edi-
torial intern for MSN UK and 
conducted research for her first 
Richter Grant.

“The internship was spec-
tacular. MSN UK is the most 
highly-trafficked website in the 
UK. My time there gave me an 
appreciation for how a profes-
sional news organization func-
tions and cemented my desire 
to work in media,” proclaims 
White.

These desires come as no 
surprise to many on campus. 
White is co-editor-in-chief of 
the North Central Chronicle, a 
tutor in the Writing Center on 

campus, and 
president of 
North Cen-
tral’s Sigma 
Tau Delta 
chapter, an 
i n t e r n a -
tional Eng-
lish honors 
society. It is 
with the in-
volvement in 
these activi-
ties one can 
see White’s 
love for lan-
guage and 

communication. She does not 
attribute all of these accom-
plishments to herself alone, 
however.

“I can’t say enough about 
how supportive North Cen-
tral College faculty have been 
throughout my career at North 
Central. Basically, North Cen-
tral faculty have believed in 
me, introduced opportunities, 
encouraged me to pursue expe-
riences and to challenge myself 
have supported me the whole 
way through. I’m incredibly 
lucky. We are all incredibly 
lucky, as NCC students to have 
such caring people on our side,” 
said White.

It is obvious that White is a 
beloved student throughout the 
North Central community, and 
many of her kind thoughts are 
reciprocated tenfold.

“It’s been a pleasure to have 
Laurel White in my classes and 
in the English major. She is a 
wonderful thinker and writer, 
who has provided strong leader-

ship and set levels of excellence 
for other students to match,” 
proclaimed Dr. Sara Eaton, 
English professor. 

“As her academic advisor, 
her professor in three courses 
at North Central College, and 
her supervisor at our Writing 
Center where she is a valued 
tutor, I’ve observed Laurel’s 
unparalleled commitment to 
learning...She brings abundant 
but focused energy, a world 
traveler’s perspective, and a gift 
for listening, collaborating, and 
leading that helps explain her 
already impressive record of 
scholarship and citizenship at 
the college,” stated Dr. Jennifer 
Jackson, White’s advisor in the 
English department. 

Student Spotlight
“Laurel is a kind and en-

couraging person who builds a 
sense of collaboration and team-
work in all of the activities she 
is involved with. She deserves 
all the accolades and success 
that come her way,” observed 
Professor Nancy Kirby, faculty 
advisor of The Chronicle.

The impacts that White has 
made on North Central’s cam-
pus are inevitable. She has pro-
duced an undergraduate career 
that many students can only 
dream of. But, she would like to 
make it known that this type of 
success is easily accessible at a 
school like North Central, if the 
effort is put in.

“Take advantage of all of 
the excellent opportunities 

“She is a wonderful 
thinker and writer, 
who has provided 
strong leadership and 
set levels of excellence 
for other students to 
match.”

-Dr. Sara Eaton
NCC English Professor

you’re offered on campus-and 
even those you hear about off-
campus! You never know where 
experiences will lead you. And 
never be afraid to try something 
new, scary, or challenging! 
You’ll be so happy you did,” ad-
vises White. 

It is obvious that White 
takes her own advice when one 
hears of her career aspirations 
after graduate school. She hopes 
to one day write for a paper like 
The Washington Post, but is 
also considering a career in 
communications, working for a 
non-profit. 

Although her path has not 
been decided just yet, it is safe 
to say that wherever it does lead, 
success will follow.

Laurel White, ’10, will work as part of the James H. Dunn Memorial Fellowship in the Governor of Illinois’ Press Office in 
Springfield, Ill. This highly competitive program selects only 14 applicants from all over the country.
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NCC senior Laurel White awarded prestigious fellowship opportunity


