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On October 2, 2009, many Ameri-
cans were heartbroken over Chicago’s 
loss of the bid for the 2016 Summer 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. With 
supporters like President Barak Obama 
and Oprah Winfrey standing behind the 
Windy City in Copenhagen, the decision 
left many Chicagoans stunned.

I was among the heartbroken that eve-
ning when the decision was announced. 
As many residents in the Chicagoland 
area are, I am very prideful of our city. To 
have an opportunity to project its great-
ness throughout the whole world seemed 
like a one-time opportunity to me.

The presence of the Olympic Games 
in Chicago was projected to breathe some 
new life into many aspects of our econ-
omy. Many thought receiving the bid 
would allow for Chi-
cago based business 
to expand nationally 
and globally.

Many Illinois resi-
dents were concerned 
about an increase in 
state taxes to aid in 
the funding for the event, which induced 
a large opposition to the project. How-
ever, Mayor Richard Daley insisted in 
2006 that the taxes would not increase 
due to the Olympic Games, and that all 
needed expenditures would be privately 
funded.

On May 17, the Chicago Sun-Times 
reported that the tax return for the bid 
was released, revealing that Chicago 
spent $5.9 million on salaries and ben-
efits in 2009 to Chicago 2016 executives.

Among those who received sal-
ary increases according to the Chicago 
Sun-Times was David Bolger, who “left 
a multi-million-dollar-job as chief fi-
nancial officer for Aon Insurance to 
join Chicago 2016.” Bolger received a 
$283,713 a-year salary for his position 
with Chicago 2016. He also received a 
$200,000 retention bonus.

Another executive receiving a bonus 
not unlike the one previously mentioned 
was the Director of Sport Doug Arnot. 
Arnot received a $125,000 bonus on top 
of his $248,013 salary.

I am not sure how citizens will re-
spond to these numbers in the weeks 
following the announcement, but I see 
a problem with this picture. One of the 
top reasons it is believed that Chicago 
had lost the bid to Rio was because of 
Chicago’s lack of capability to carry out 
projects in a timely manner, mostly due 
to inexperienced budget handling.

According to NBC, this lack of expe-
rience is highlighted by just a few ambi-
tious projects Chicago has taken on in 
recent years.

The construction of Chicago’s cov-
eted Millennium Park was set at $150 
million. So, how did we end up spend-
ing $475 million as well as constructing 
it four years behind schedule? Chicago’s 
plans to rebuild the Dan Ryan Express-
way started at around $1 billion, and 
have since doubled.

It is no won-
der why the IOC 
saw problems with 
Chicago becoming 
a future host-city. 
It is interesting to 
me, however, that 
Chicago 2016 ex-

ecutives see these retention bonuses as 
justifiable, when the reason they were 
no longer contenders for the Olympic 
Games in the first place was because of 
the irresponsible financial practices that 
they were performing. It seems like a 
deadly cycle to me.

Along with these salary figures came 
the total amount spent by Chicago 2016 
to create a more attractive city for the 
IOC. The bid ended up costing $70.9 
million. But they seem to think that it 
is OK because they are donating the re-
maining funding, a meager $6.8 million, 
to World Sport Chicago, which promotes 
youth sports in the city.

With this caliber of financial aware-
ness maybe it was a blessing Chicago was 
ousted as a potential host city. By this 
time we have all heard of the catastroph-
ic financial situation the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics ended up creating. Not to 
mention, if we even did receive the bid, I 
am assuming that with Chicago’s reputa-
tion for corruption, we would have found 
some way to mess things up.

Chicago’s Olympic 
fate was justifi ed

Rima Fakih, Miss Michigan, was 
crowned Miss USA 2010 in Las Vegas 
and reined in a great deal of controversy. 
What happened to Miss USA holding 
the standard of beauty, intelligence, and 
poise? Miss Michigan, the first Arab-
American to win the crown, seemed to 
lack in many aspects.  

I know it takes guts and focus in or-
der to walk in three or four-inch heels, 
but shouldn’t a pageant star be a profes-
sional by now? I can’t tell you how many 
times I saw Miss Michigan trip on stage. 
If your goal is to become Miss USA, I 
would think that one would practice 
walking in their evening gown. Even 
Miss Michigan couldn’t conquer this 
simple task.

Not only were pictures of Miss Mich-
igan practicing her stripper-like abilities 
on a pole leaked, but thanks to The Miss 
USA Organization, we can now view all 
of the contestants half-naked in Maxim-
like poses. Not a bad deal for some of the 
men out there, but I’m pretty sure this 
change was not necessary. All our media 
does is exploit women and apparently 
the pageant also decided to jump on the 
bandwagon.  

When the top five contestants are left 
on stage, the most exciting part of the en-
tire show takes place. The women either 
increase their chances of being crowned 
or completely make a fool out of them-
selves. And when I say increase their 
chances, I don’t really mean it because 
the times have apparently changed. Con-
testants don’t really need to answer their 
question with a definite or intelligent 
answer anymore.

Now, I wouldn’t say Miss Michigan 
made a fool out of herself, but her answer 
to the interview portion of the pageant 
was utterly embarrassing. Fakih was 
asked whether or not she thought birth 
control should be covered by health in-
surance. Her response was, “It’s just like 
every other medication even though it’s 
a controlled substance.” Her other rea-
soning was because “it’s expensive.”

Well, a bottle of Advil is expensive 

too, so maybe health insurance should 
cover that. Granted, birth control and 
abortion is a very controversial issue and 
Fakih throwing in a ‘hi mom’ after ev-
ery response did not make her sound the 
least bit credible.  

Other contestants were faced with 
questions dealing with the BP oil spill 
and Arizona immigration laws. Both 
controversial interview questions were 
answered sufficiently. I just don’t really 
understand why one of those answers 
couldn’t have won the crown.

If being cute was one of the categories 
for Miss USA, then Fakih would have 
prevailed. Lacking a sense of focus and 
intelligence during her interview, trip-
ping on stage, and giving mom shout-
outs during questions does not qualify 
Miss Michigan to take home the crown. 

I am not sure what the judging con-
sisted of, but it definitely did not follow 
any sort of categories. I am sure Fakih, 
Miss USA, will do a great job in her role, 
but that crown was not fitting for her 
on-stage performance. Goodbye, intelli-
gence. Hello, skinny, pretty, model-like 
winners.

It is a black night in the back alleys of 
Sydney, Australia.  A German-exchange 
student walks along the garbage-laden 
path with only a far-off lamp post as a 
guide.  Something seems wrong.  Three 
men jump out of the concealing shadows 
and run to attack him.  The soon-to-be 
victim finds himself backed against a 
building.  The muggers kick and punch 
the student, aiming blows at his head.  
He calls for help.  Will anyone respond?

Suddenly, three ninjas in traditional 
garb come running out of the building 
the student was backed up against and 
start charging after the criminals.  The 
ninjas chase the would-be muggers out 
of the alleyway, saving the student from 
more harm.  

No, this isn’t some sort of demented 
bedtime story for ninja-obsessed sub-
urban 8-year-olds.  This actually hap-
pened on Tuesday, May 18, 2010, behind 
the Ninja Senshi Ryu warrior school in 
Australia.  The ninjas heard the calls for 
help and responded immediately, real 
life super heroes in the back alley of a 
city.  

Ninja Steve Ashley told an Austra-
lian paper, “It was probably the worst 
place in Sydney where they could have 
taken him.”

It is stories like this that give hope to 
contemporary society.  There really are 
heroes out there that will do the right 
thing without hesitation, and it shouldn’t 
take ninja training for people to help one 
another.

Recently, a friend of mine had her 
phone stolen in a local arcade.  She left 

it on a ledge for a second, while she was 
playing a game.  Then poof... gone.  In 
broad daylight, someone stole a basically 
worthless (but sentimentally valuable) 
4-year old phone and no one had any 
information on who could have done it.  
No one seemed to be able to help.  I know 
it wasn’t a mugging or a beating, but the 
principle is the same.  People should 
have the moral fiber to help one’s fellow 
man or woman without being pushed or 
prodded, but because it is the right thing 
to do.  Wouldn’t you want someone to 
help you if you were in trouble?   

Now, I know we are not all going to 
put on super hero costumes and start 
fighting crime with choreographed 
moves like in “Kick-Ass.” Still, if these 
ninjas leave any kind of impression 
upon the world, people should see that 
relatively ordinary non-super heroes can 

still act heroically.  
Whether it is just picking up your 

plate at Kaufman after you eat (which 
is something a friend that will remain 
nameless refuses to do) or letting some-
one into the dorm that can’t find their 
keys, it all adds up to creating a better 
place for everyone to live in.  A small act 
on your part can impact someone else’s 
life tenfold.  

These ninjas in Sydney and my 
friend getting her phone stolen really 
got me thinking about how we are all on 
this earth only once, and if we don’t help 
each other live it to the fullest, what is 
the  point of living? 

It doesn’t take a preacher to realize 
that living selfishly is only going to lead 
to loneliness and estrangement, while 
living generously will lead to friends act-
ing generously towards you.  

Ninjas Down Under protect with moral thunder
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With this caliber of 
� nancial awareness 
maybe it was a blessing 
Chicago was ousted as a 
potential host city.

Miss USA’s fate 
was not justifi ed

Miss Michigan Rima Fakih competes in evening 
gown portion of the Miss USA 2010 pageant, 
Sunday, May 16, 2010 in Las Vegas. Fakih was 
later crowned Miss USA 2010. 
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