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Heads Up!: This Friday at 7 p.m. the Union presents 
the short fi lm “Kibera Kid” and announces new 
partnerships with friends in Kenya.

Upperclassmen offer words of wisdom for fi rst-year students
by Becca Sage
copy editor

To those overwhelmed with 
classes:

“Don’t fall behind early 
because it is so much harder 
to make up for it later.”

- Kevin Kloss ’13

“The biggest thing/change 
that comes with college is 
time management with all the 
‘free time’ comes temptations 
to not stay on task and the ease 
of getting distracted, make a 
schedule, stay focused.”

- CJ Salvador ’13

“If you have time to do 
homework or a paper early, 
then do and get it over with! 
You’ll feel better about it in 
the long run.” 

-Kathryn Lepine ’12

To those who are homesick:

“Make sure you keep in touch 
with your old friends back 
home.” 

-Ryan Yaeger ’13

“I would recommend that 
freshmen that are homesick 
get involved with campus 
life and be social in order to 
get their mind off of missing 
home.” 

-Kelsey Brummel ’13

I think many of us returning 
NCC students can recall those 
very scary first few weeks of 
college. 

Many of us asked the same 
questions, “where is my English 
class?” “why is Kaufman 
closed?” and of course the 
infamous query, “what is with 
those iPosters?”. 

I am sure all of us would have 
greatly appreciated a helping 
hand or a few words of wisdom. 

With the 2010-2011 incoming 
freshmen class being the largest 
the school has ever seen, it is 
safe to say they will be needing a 
little advice to navigate through 
our ever-growing school. 

As the weeks of summer 
drew closer to fall term, I began 
to ask my fellow classmates to 
ponder what they had wished 
others had told them. 

Here is what a few of them 
had to say:

To student athletes:

“The best advice I would 
give is to just be open to 
everything and anything, to 
not limit yourself, and to just 
go out there and put yourself 
out there, especially student 
athletes.”

-Jamie Solus ’13

“Don’t let your age hold 
you back. Work hard to out 
perform upperclassmen. 
Don’t think it can’t happen...
it happens all the time!”

-Whitney Goodbred ’13

To commuters:

“Leave your house earlier 
then you think you have to. 
There will be times when the 
commute takes a lot longer 
then expected, especially 
with the parking situation on 
campus!”

-Storm Styles ’13

To the apprehensive:

“My advice for freshmen 
would be to get involved 
in one of the many student 
organizations and clubs here 
at NCC. It’s a great way to 
become involved on campus 
and to meet new people.” 

-Brittany Nelsen ’13

“The best advice I can offer to 
freshmen is to plan on studying 
abroad. Develop a relationship 
with your academic adviser 
and plan on enlightening 
your NCC experience with 
this wonderful opportunity.” 

-Alexis Smith ’12

“Participate! Participate! 
Participate! Go to a speaker, 
programs on your floor 
and different weekend 
performances that NCC has 
to offer. You either learn a lot 
of have fun doing it.” 

-Kathryn Lepine ’12

“Embrace being nervous 
usually something really great 
comes out of it.”

-Kourtney Macaluso ’13

“Be yourself and take 
advantage of every new 
experience you can to broaden 
your horizons. Also be nice 
to everyone you meet b/c 
you never know when you’ll 
see them again and everyone 
could use a friendly smile to 
brighten their day!” 

-Jenny Pope ’12

“Get to know upperclassmen. 
I learned a lot from them. 
Talking to people gets you 
more involved in things and 
definitely makes college more 
fun and the upperclassmen 
are the best ones to help with 
that because they know about 
things that even the flyers 
and things don’t explain very 
well and actually are more 
interesting than you would 
have thought.”

-Megan Holub ’13

“Professors at NCC aren’t 
here to be the intimidating 
superiors on campus. They’re 
here to be your mentors. 
So start early and build 
relationships with them.”

-Klariza Alvaran ’13

by Klariza Alvaran
asst. campus editor

Q&Awith new faculty and staff
Get to know:
Jonathan Kirk
Asst. Professor of Music

Katherine Heller
Asst. Professor of Mathematics

Michelle McGhee
Part-time Graduate Asst. of 
Multicultural Affairs

Michelle Roof
Head Women’s Basketball 
Coach

Q: What was your first impres-
sion of North Central College?
JK: My first impression of 
North Central College was be-
ing surprised at how open and 
friendly the community was.  
The faculty and staff were all 
very helpful from the start and 
I was particularly heartened by 
the friendliness of the students. 

Another great first impression 
was of course the beautiful Fine 
Arts Center and Wentz Concert 
Hall.
KH: My first impression of 
North Central is that it’s a 
beautiful campus with friendly 
faculty who are dedicated to ex-
cellent teaching and providing 
wonderful educational oppor-
tunities, inside and outside the 
classroom.
MM: North Central gave me a 
small reminder of my alma mat-
er Bradley University located in 
Peoria, Illinois. North Central 
was very pretty, has a friendly 
aura, and the faculty and staff 
were welcoming and helpful.
MR: NCC was extremely wel-
coming.  I was impressed with 
the friendliness of faculty/staff 
and students, as well as the 
beautiful campus.  It was appar-
ent that the College has a genu-
ine interest in the success of its 

students and a strong commit-
ment to its student-athletes as 
well.

Q: What is your main goal for 
this coming school year?
JK: One of my main goals is to 
try and get to know as many as 
the students, faculty, and staff 
as I can. I realize that North 
Central is a really tight-knit 
community, and I think getting 
to know that community well 
will really be a satisfying expe-
rience.
KH: Coming from the south-
east, my main goal for this com-
ing year is to survive winter. :) 
More seriously, I hope to find a 
niche in both the math depart-
ment and larger college com-
munity, hopefully adding a new 
perspective which will only im-
prove an already stellar institu-
tion. Also, I hope to get to know 
my students by interacting with 

them inside the classroom and 
around campus as well.
MM: To have fun with my 
graduate assistantship, connect 
the students and help make the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs 
a stronger department.
MR: To work hard and be com-
petitive on the basketball court, 
while building a foundation 
of trust amongst the team and 
coaching staff.  We want to rep-
resent the strong tradition of 
excellence in our athletic de-
partment with class by giving 
a total effort every time we take 
the court.

Q: Have you met our mascot, 
Chippy?
JK: I haven’t met Chippy yet, 
but I feel like I’ve grown up 
with his extended family: there 
were lots of cardinals in our 
backyard as I was growing up!
KH: I have not yet met Chippy.

MM: No.
MR: I have not met Chippy!  
You can let him know that my 
office is in Merner and he is 
welcome to come by anytime he 
would like.

Q: What is your welcome mes-
sage to our readers?
JK: It’s great to be a member of 
the NCC community.  I aim to 
be a vital part of the rigorous in-
tellectual environment at North 
Central, be a great mentor for 
my students, and take an active 
role in the fine arts on campus.
MM: I am very excited to be a 
part of the North Central fam-
ily!
MR: I feel fortunate to call 
North Central College home, 
and look forward to an exciting 
first year.  Hope to see you all 
in the stands this season. Go 
Cards!
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