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For the second game in a 
row the Cardinals struggled out 
of the gate, and then proceeded 
to obliterate their opponent. 

Despite playing the role of 
heavy favorites, North Central 
found themselves trailing the 
Olivet College Comets (0-3) 
3-0 after the first quarter. They 
then proceeded to rattle off 59 
unanswered points before the 
Comets snuck across a touch-
down on the game’s final play. 

“We just wanted to keep get-
ting the ball back for the offense 
because we knew they were go-
ing to  get going and put some 
points on the board,” said LB 
Matt Wenger, ’11,  who lead the 
Cardinals with nine tackles.

Despite the offense turning 

the ball over on their first three 
possessions, the defense kept 
the Cardinals afloat early. 

Olivet started in Cardinal 
territory two of their first three 
possessions, only mustering a 
field goal. With the defense sty-
mieing the Comets, the Cardi-
nals’ offense needed to wake up 
in the second quarter. 

Enter QB Brad Crackel. 
Down by three, the substi-

tute Crackel supercharged his 
crew with a 35-yard pass to 
Manny Juarez on his third play 
from scrimmage, putting the 
ball inside the Comets’ six on 
the Cards first drive of the sec-
ond quarter. 

Nick Kukuc, ’13, followed 
with a 6-yard scramble to the 
end zone, and the Cardinals 
snagged a lead they wouldn’t 
give back.

Crackel encored his first 
drive with a 40-yard touchdown 
heave to teammate Steve Hla-
vac, ’11, on drive two. The Car-
dinal backup finished the day 
with three passing touchdowns, 
191 yards on 13 completions. 

Hlavac was Crackel’s favor-
ite target, catching seven of his 
passes for 146 yards and a TD. 

“You don’t really think 
about who you’re throwing the 
ball to when you’re out there. 
You’re  just trying to make good 
reads but Steve has a great abil-
ity to make plays and get open,” 
said Crackel.

Jordan Tassio, ’12, anchored 
the Cardinals ground game, 
rushing for 109 yards on 19 
carries in his first action in an 
NCC uniform. 

Tassio also scored the first 
of three Cardinal touchdowns 
in the third quarter to break the 

game wide open. 
“I really didn’t 

have a problem 
with all the carries, 
and Coach called 
my number a lot,” 
said Tassio. “We re-
ally just wanted to 
establish the tone 
with the run.”

Despite their 
slow start, the Car-
dinal’s offense was 
literally unstop-
pable in the second 
half. 

The road red 
scored on all five 
possessions in the 
final 30 minutes 
of play, including 
touchdowns by Joe 
Antonacci, ’12, Jeff 

Grunwald, ’11,  Kukuc, ’13,  and 
Tassio.

With the rains pouring, the 
NCC defense made Olivet’s of-
fense look like they were stuck 
in the mud. 

The Comets only recorded 
153 yards of offense on 1-yard 
per rushing attempt. DB Kyle 
Haste, ’11, cherry-topped the 
defense’s performance with a 
‘pick 6’ interception late in the 
fourth quarter.

The Cardinals have out-
scored their first two oppo-
nents, Cornell College (Iowa) 
and Olivet College (Michigan) 
by a 93-16 clip. 

This pace will be difficult to 
keep up, as the Cardinals host 
No. 17 University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire in their home open-
er.

UW-Eau Claire is fresh off 
an upset over No. 9 ranked St. 
John’s University. Ironically, 
the Cardinals now hold the no. 

Running back Nick Kukuc, ’13 scored two touchdowns in the Cardinals’ blowout 
victory over Olivet.

QB change propels football to blowout victory over Olivet

This past weekend North 
Central’s very own women’s 
soccer team took home the Sal 
Vacarro Tournament title for its 
second consecutive year. 

They began the weekend 
with an outstanding perfor-
mance against Eureka College 
(Ill.)

It didn’t take the Cards long 
to light up the scoreboard in 
the first half. Erin Martin ’12 
opened up scoring in the 18th 
minute. 

She was however not the 
only one ripping off the shots. 
Emily Page ’13 connected with 
the net just minutes into the 
second half. 

Hope Stayer, ’14, who had an 
impressive seven shots on goal, 
raked in a hat-trick, contribut-
ing greatly to the Cards’ 5-0 de-
feat of the Red Devils. 

Her most impressive com-
pletion however came off a feed 
from Jen Guy ’13, who set up 

a successful diving header for 
Stayer in the 44th minute. 

The Cards moved on to 
the championship game 
against Mount Mercy Col-
lege (Iowa) the following 
day. After a scoreless first 
half, the Lady Cardinals 
finally found  the back of 
the net in the 63rd minute 
off a Michelle Lizowski 
’13 strike. 

Goals in the 81st and 
90th minutes by Stepha-
nie Crutchfield, ’13, and 
Martin solidified the lady 
Cards’ possession of the 
Sal Varacco Tournament 
title.

Amy Frazzini, ’12, was 
selected as the CCIW’s 
Women’s Soccer Defen-
sive Player of the week 
for her outstanding shutout 
this weekend, making a total of 
five saves in the game against 
Mount Mercy. 

Also contributing greatly to 
the Cards’ shutout was an out-
standing aggressive defensive 

effort from Dominique Col-
lins, ’12. Much like their female 
counterpart, the North Central 

men’s soccer team topped the 
Eureka Red Devils 6-0 this past 
Saturday. 

The Cards opened up the 
scoring in the 19th minute of 
play off a Pete Zimmermann ’12 
header. There were also goals 

in the 29th minute by Tyler 
Lundquist ‘14, as well as a third 
right before the end of the half 

by T.J. Simmons ’13. In the sec-
ond half the Cards added an-
other two goals to the board off 
shots by Ryan Johnson ’14 and 
Dillion Perez ’14. 

Allowing the Cards to ad-
vance to the final game of the 

tourney against Mount Mercy 
College (Iowa).

Unfortunately, the Cards fell 
short on Sunday, allowing 
the Mustangs to out-shoot 
them 5-2. 

The match began with 
a Mustang dominant first 
half with goals in the 7th, 
8th, 21st and 40th minutes. 

Going into the second 
half the Mustangs threw 
one more goal in the board 
in the 57th minute before 
the Cardinals began to ral-
ly back with a goal in 82nd 
minute off a strike from 
Will Robinson, ’14. 

Robinson would con-
nect a second goal in the 
65th minute off a pass from 
Alex Cernak, ’13. 

The scoring haulted 
after this completion, and the 
buzzer sounded with a 5-2 final 
score in the Mustangs’ favor. 

The Cards are now 3-3-1 in 
their season thus far and will 
host Concordia University to-
day at North Central.
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Women rise, men fall in  Vacarro Tournament championship matches

9 spot in the season’s inaugural 
coaches poll.

The Cardinals, however, will 
get a boost as captains RB Nick 
Hicks, 11,  and LB Joe Schnei-
derbauer, ’11, return to the team 
off the injured list this week. 
Unfortunately, the crew will be 
without defensive tackle James 
Robinson, as he was injured in 
the second quarter of NCC’s 
win against Olivet.

The real question is ‘who 
will start at quarterback?’ The 
young Spencer Stanek played 
well against Cornell, but strug-
gled against Olivet.

Crackel, a Western Michigan 
transfer, played fantastic after 
replacing Stanek in week 2. 

Whoever starts, they will be 
up against a tough team from 
Wisconsin. Kickoff is at 1 PM 
on Saturday, at Benedetti-Weh-
rli Stadium. 

You can also listen to the 
game on WONC 89.1
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Steve Hlavac, ’11 earned “CCIW Offensive Player of the Week” honors for his play this weekend. 

Erin Martin, ’12, scored two goals accompanied with an assist in this weekend’s Vaccaro 
Tournament.
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