
Charles Tillman watches the celebration following the NFC Championship Game. 
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Bears come up short in Super Bowl bid, fall to Packers 
by Nate Krug 
staff writer 

The Bears may have come up 
short on their goal of making it 
to the Super Bowl this year, but 
there was much excitement to 
ever get the team to that point. 
They surprised everybody by 
starting the season out 4-0 and 
beating the Packers in Week 3 
of the season. 

The team then surprised 
everyone again by becoming 
the division champs by beating 
the Vikings in the first outdoor 
game in Minnesota in 30 years 
and most likely ending Brett 
Favre's Hall of Fame career. 

They finished the regular 
season with a record of 11-5 and 
the second seed in the NFC, 
getting a bye in the first round. 

They surprised again when 
they blew out the Seahawks in 
the divisional round and moved 
on to take on their archrivals, 
the Packers, for a spot in Super 
Bowl XLV in Dallas. 

The game was talked about 
as the biggest game in Bears 
history, if not all of Chicago 
sports history. 

If the Bears were going to 
come out victorious and move 
on to the Super Bowl, then Jay 
Cutler would have to play like 
he did against the Seahawks a 
week earlier and the defense 
would have to defend against 
one of the top offenses in the 

Jay Cutler following his injury on Sunday in the Bears' loss. 
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the team to 
victory; the hearts of Bears fans 
sank even further. 

Luckily, for the sake of the 
game, Lovie Smith came to his 
senses and yanked him to put in 
the third-string, Caleb Hanie. 

He seemed to bring a little 
spark to the team to help them 
fight their way back into the 
game with a quick drive that 
ended with a Chester Taylor 
one-yard run to bring the Bears 
right back into the game. 

The defense also decided to 
show up in the second half and 
hold the Packers scoreless. The 

MVP from the defense had to 
be Brian Urlacher with the big 
pick and the only sack on Rodg-
ers of the day. 

The dagger was the pick six 
thrown by Hanie to B.J. Raji 
when the Bears were going 
to try and tie the score. The 
Bears did come through with 
another quick 35-yard strike to 
wide receiver Earl Bennett that 
brought the team back to with-
in one score. 

The defense stopped the 
Packers again and the Bears 
had two timeouts and plenty of 
time to drive the field and tie 
it up and force overtime. The 

Packers' defense showed up and 
forced the second pick of the 
game for Hanie when he tried 
to force a pass to Johnny Knox 
with time running out on a 4th 
and 5 after the third-down play 
of an end-around failed to pick 
up the yardage on the previous 
play. 

According to Bears' doctors, 
Cutler was diagnosed with an 
MCL sprain. In most cases, this 
type of injury puts a player on 
reserve for at least two or three 
weeks. 

ers came on 
James 
Starks' 
four-yard 
run, put-
ting them 
up 14-0 just 
before half-
time and 
making the 
Bears fans 
think that 
the season 
was over. 

Then in 
the third 
quarter 
when Cut-
ler did not 
come back 
in the game, 
Todd Col-
lins was the 
quarterback 
that would 

NFL. 
It was evident from the be-

ginning that the Bears did not 
come out ready to play. The 
defense looked flat on the first 
drive of the game and gave up 
an easy score to the Packers as 
they just marched down the 
field and made it look effortless. 

It ended with the run by 
Rodgers that gave the Packers 
an early lead that would never 
be less then a one-touchdown 
deficit. 

With the Bears' offense 
struggling in the first half, 
the second score by the Pack- 

At the 2011 Cubs Convention 
At left, Ron Santo clicks his 
heels after an incredible 5-4 
Chicago Cubs win over the Pitts-
burgh Pirates in 1969. It is a 
moment in sports history that is 
still remembered today by many 
Cubs fans. 

The Chronicle's Becca Sage ventured to the Cubs Conven-
tion on Jan. 16. Here are a few of her favorite quotes from former 
players and personal as the reminisced about their old pal Ron 
Santo. 

Cubs broadcaster Pat Hughes began his session "On the 
Road with #10" with a heartfelt moment of silence. He led 
the audience through his years spent in the broadcasting 
booth with Ron Santo. 

The funniest of his stories included a recount of the fan-
favorite tale when Santo's hairpiece caught on fire in the 
broadcasting booth, as well as Santo's hatred of Hughes' 
emergency sweater he kept stashed in the booth in case of 
inclement weather. 

According to Hughes, that's exactly the number of times 
Santo asked to borrow the sweater. 
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Banks and Santo- Ernie Banks holds Santo back from a jeering 
fan during a game in Scottsdale, Ariz., in March 1970. 
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Ernie Banks spoke of Santo's devotion to the 
Cubs. He told the audience that Santo had two pairs 
of prosthetic legs. One was grey, and the other had 
pinstripes. He called them "home and away." Banks 
then took a more serious approach with his words. 
He used his time to recount Santo's efforts to combat 
diabetes and the efforts he put into raising money for 
research and awareness of the disease, something he 
said he hopes the Cubs community continues to do in 
Santo's memory. 

Ron Santo and Glenn Beckert in 1968 after they won their 
Gold Glove awards. 	 Photo courtesy of Chicago Tribune 

Glenn Beckert spoke of his excitement when 
he first joined the Cubs and Santo wanted to be 
his roommate on the road. "About a year later, 
I found out nobody else on the team wanted to 
room with him," Beckert said. "Apparently, San-
to's living habits were sub par." 

Santo and Billy Williams in 1971. 	 Photo courtesy of Chicago Tribune 


