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Drinking, partying, and being social is a critical aspect of college. 
I think it could be more important than anything you ever read in a 
textbook and here's why: 
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The North Central Chronicle is published every 
Thursday by students of North Central College as a 
forum for providing news, opinion, and information of 
interest to the campus and the greater community. 
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Party and drink on NCC '?/}Z  
by Jesse Kugler 
staff writer 

A new survey shows a correlation 
between alcohol consumption and 
GPA. Can you guess which way the 
pendulum swings? According to the 
survey, students who consume more 
alcohol have lower GPAs than their 
peers. So what does this mean? Is the 
research valid? And how big of a prob-
lem is alcohol consumption in regards 
to GPAs? 

One would think that social net-
working would affect your GPA, but 
the study found that time spent on so-
cial networking sites had little effect on 
GPA. Also television and gaming were 
not found to be strong contributors to 
lowering GPA. But alcohol does. I have 
a problem with this conclusion and the 
research methods used. 

The survey targeted 13,000 incom-
ing freshman at 167 schools. This tar-
get group presents many problems. 
Incoming freshmen will rush for fra-
ternities and sororities, play college 
sports, and join different clubs and 
organizations. They are transitioning 
to college level courses and managing 
themselves for the first time in their 
lives. 

Although most incoming freshman 
are not 21, many still consume large 
amounts of alcohol. With many new 
challenges and the desire to be social, 
freshman will not be able to balance 
drinking and school. But I know they 
will get better. The researchers should 
have included people of all ages, be-
cause as we get older, we are able to 
manage our grades and drink to have 
a good time. 

Also, you don't have to be drink-
ing to have a good time or be social. 
So what does it mean for freshman 
who do not drink but do frequently go 
out to socialize? My guess is decreased 
GPA. What the study finds is drink-
ing affects freshman GPA. But does 
this finding hold up in other older stu-
dents? I highly doubt it. 

So is this something we should be 
worried about? I think not. 

1. It's not what you know it's who 

you know. Going out and being social 
your freshman year is vital in order 
to make new friends and complete the 
transition. Also being able to commu-
nicate and make new friends will help 
you network. 

2. Frats and sororities are a good 
thing. Although frats and sororities 
are the poster children for partying, 
they have more pros than cons. Being 
involved in a fraternity or sorority is 
vital in networking with people who 
share your major or career goals. It 
gives students the chance to be a part 
of a brother or sisterhood that spans 
across the country. 

Frats and sororities help students 
connect with people who are already 
in a profession and get students intern-
ships and jobs simply because they are 
in a frat. Most frats and sororities also 
have a GPA clause, and failure to main-
tain a high GPA results in expulsion 
from the frat. North Central College is 
at a serious disadvantage for not hav- 

ing fraternities and should revisit this 
issue. 

3. It's time to grow up. After col-
lege your social life will diminish. You 
will never have the opportunity to be 
cool ever again. Tom Petty has a quote 
that sums it up best: "You have four 
years to be irresponsible here. Relax. 
Work is for people with jobs. You'll 
never remember class time, but you'll 
remember time you wasted hanging 
out with your friends. So, stay out late. 
Go out on a Tuesday with your friends 
when you have a paper due Wednesday. 
Spend money you don't have. Drink 
`til sunrise. The work never ends, but 
college does..." 

With that I will say I do not fully 
follow the Tom Petty Method. But I 
will say get your work done and go out 
your GPA will be just fine.  

on email issues 
across campus 

As an editor for our weekly campus 
publication, I rely on e-mail to reach the 
stories I need for publication. Photos, 
stories, and feedback are all sent by e-
mail. 

The e-mail going down for any length 
of time wreaks havoc on our productiv-
ity. 

When one of our staff member con-
tacted ITS about the issue, ITS was less 
than pleasant. 

We understand you are overworked. 
But so are we. We're college students. 
We understand being overworked better 
than anyone. 

We understand you may have re-
ceived many calls regarding this issue-
but have some sympathy. We do our best 
to be polite to you, we expect the same 
in return. 

-Rebecca Creamer 

on dorm sweatshops 
Ward, Patterson and other North 

Central dorms are currently modeled 
after a sweatshop. Residents received 
an e-mail discussing the lack of air con-
ditioning which will not be on until 15 
days of consecutive 70 degree or higher 
weather. 

Given the Chicagoland current 
weather trends, if this is the marker the 
students will not need to exercise for 
all of their weight will roll off in sweat 
while sleeping, doing homework and 
general living. 

I suppose all us residents can do is 
hope for those sunny days and try to 
enjoy our own personal saunas. 

The heat wasn't on in the beginning 
of winter until long after the chilly 
nights. It's a constant battle to main-
tain a healthy temperature throughout 
the changing seasons. 

This particular resident wishes 
there was a level of consistancy. 

-Shaina Turner 
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