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‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ left reader in dismay
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kevin prchal
Kevin Andrew Prchal is a singer/songwriter 
from Chicago.  Since the release of his debut 
album ‘Eat Shirt & Tie,’ Prchal has been busy 
playing in Chicago and surrounding cities 
in support of it. The concert also features 
Fletcher Rockwell and Jessica Robbins.
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We all know summer is a 
time to catch up on all of the 
not-so-productive pastimes we 
cannot indulge in during the 
school year. Many of us watch 
entire seasons of sitcoms, surf 
the Web mindlessly, or even 
escape for weekend getaways. 
Although it may come as a sur-
prise, a select few on holiday 
in the United States even still 
decide to spend their summers 
reading the books they normal-
ly do not have time for. 

There are usually always a 
few titles that make it to dinner 
table conversation status; how-
ever, it seems that in the age of 
passive entertainment, this feat 
is an enormous one for the liter-
ary world. In the past, families 
or peers could have been caught 
discussing popular fiction that 
have had runs in Hollywood, 
such as Sara Gruen’s “Water for 
Elephants,” or one of the many 
blockbusters produced out of 
Nicholas Sparks’ novels.

This summer in particu-
lar it was hard to escape the 
trending topics of one writer 
in particular: E.L. James. The 
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British writer first got the idea 
for her series after writing very 
similar “Twilight” fan fiction 
on  the Web. She got a posi-
tive response, but readers also 
disagreed with the provocative 
nature of the characters she had 
created. It was then that James 
decided to writer her own series 
based on the characters. 

Women all over the world 
have escaped into her “Fifty 
Shades of Grey” trilogy, resur-
facing with a newfound appre-
ciation and perception of ro-
mance and sensuality. 

The trilogy follows a young 
woman, Anastasia Steele, liv-
ing in the Seattle/Portland area 
as her relationship with multi-
millionaire bachelor Christian 
Grey develops (rather quickly I 
might add). The books startled 
many in the romance fiction 
circuit for their blunt sexual 
descriptions and forwardness. 
They include scenes with bond-
age and dominance/submission 
scenarios. Readers everywhere 
were attracted to the honest, 
candid portrayal of a not-so-
normal relationship and de-
cided to dive right in, hoping to 
fulfill their wildest fantasies. 

By mid-summer I had heard 
way too many people talking 
of their experiences with the 

novels and I (being an English 
major interested in the publish-
ing world) decided I needed to 
give them a try. Unfortunately, 
the writing did not live up the 
hype that had built up around 
the title.

Overall, the books them-
selves are poorly written and 
the author shows the immatu-
rity of her craft often. She con-
sistently uses the same phrases 
(which could perform well, if 
they stood alone) to describe 
the same situations repeat-
edly in virtually every chapter. 
I cannot count the amount of 
times Christian, “grabs the hair 
on the nape of her neck.”

To continue with the repeti-
tive habits of James, she also 
opts to use very obscure vocabu-
lary, which again would be suc-
cessful and even enlightening 
for the reader if used sparingly, 
but when used with consistency 
it gives off a pseudo-intelligence 
feel that borders on patronizing 
to the everyday readers that she 
is marketing her book toward. 

The rate at which the rela-
tionship between Steele and 
Grey develops is also a bit un-
settling for the reader. The 
emotional descriptions at the 
beginning of the book are a bit 
overdone and cause the reader 

to question the authenticity 
and probability of a believable 
relationship between the char-
acters. Yes, these novels are 
fictional texts meant to allow 
the readers to escape reality, 
but when the relationship is not 
given any type of foundation for 
the readers to invest themselves 
in, it causes them to distance 
themselves from the situation 
rather than relate well with the 
characters’ romantic positions. 

James often supplements 
the steamy sex scenes with the 
reaction of Steele’s “alter ego.”  
Readers can find Steele’s mini-
me scolding her for awkward 
moments or celebrating with 
backflips after success in the 
bedroom. Although this anal-
ogy may sound a little imma-
ture, I could not help myself 
from comparing this aspect of 
the novel to the cartoon alter 
ego found on Disney Channel’s 
“Lizzy McGuire.” Although 
I often found the reactions of 
the sub-character amusing and 
entertaining, the descriptions 
often tripped up the dialogue 
and plot; the text would read 
smoother if they were omitted.

The transitions between the 
novels themselves are also a bit 
interesting. The actual plots of 
each slide smoothly from one 

to the other, which is a solid 
success on James’ part. How-
ever, in the third novel “Fifty 
Shades Freed,” the writer be-
gins to incorporate flashbacks 
into Grey’s brutal childhood. 
Although these are welcomed 
snipets into Grey’s mysterious 
past, the information startles 
and confuses the reader at first 
because the entirety of the pre-
vious two novels are written in 
first person from Steele’s point 
of view. Perhaps if James were 
to incorporate these flashbacks 
more periodically the audience 
would feel more connected and 
vested in the relationship be-
tween both characters.  

The development of Grey’s 
character is actually one of the 
finer aspects of these novels. 
Readers are drawn in to his re-
actions and struggles in a nor-
mal, loving relationship that 
differs from his abusive past. 
My only complaint is wishing 
we’d learn more about the tor-
tured soul throughout the texts. 
However, there are rumors that 
James’ next set of novels are go-
ing to portray the love epic from 
Grey’s point of view. Hopefully, 
James will up her game the sec-
ond time around. 

The Union is a venue for live music and art in the heart of downtown Naperville. Located at 129 W. 
Benton Ave. and sponsored by the North Central College Office of Ministry and Service, The Union 
seeks to put on events that move people to action, to service, and to justice.  Many musicial artists as 
well as events such as “ladies night” are featured for fall term. For a full schedule of events visit www.
theunionnetwork.com. The shows listed below all start at 7 p.m. and tickets are $12 at the door and 
online, $10 by phone 630-637-SHOW, and $5 with a NCC ID.
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apache relay
Hailing from Nashville, Tenn., this indie 
rock band is promoting its album, ‘American 
Nomad.’ Band members bond over mutual 
love of Motown records, Springsteen’s 
‘Nebraska,’ modern rock bands, and acoustic 
players. 

bellarive
What does being human really mean? At 
the core, Bellarive is a band examining this 
question. The band’s songs consist of stories, 
thoughts and conversations.
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company of thieves
Founded in their teens, Company of Thieves’ 
members already conduct themselves like 
veterans. The band’s first record originally 
issued independently in 2007, was re-released 
in early 2009 and debuted at number 5 on the 
Billboard Top Heatseekers chart.

E.L. James’ trilogy wasn’t all that it was cracked up to be

book review


