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`Tangled' continues fairy-tale film tradition 
by Becca Sage 
copy editor 

When asked about fairy-
tales and princesses, many 
20-something females will 
gush about talking animals, 
magic accessories and, of 
course, the ever-elusive Prince 
Charming. Disney has been  

known for decades as a fairy 
-tale powerhouse, and just when 
life-long fans thought they were 
about to close the chapter on 
the traditional fairy tale, they 
revamped their drawing boards 
and produced "Tangled." 

Following the same plot 

guidelines as the well-known 
Brothers Grimm fairytale 
"Rapunzel," "Tangled" does 
not fail to satisfy the classic 
fairytale lovers. However, while 
Disney producers were trying 
to create a version that could 
contend with their previous 
box office smashes of the 21st 
century, a few details did get 
altered for a more appealing 
effect. In general, the majority 
of Brothers Grimm fairytales 
are in need of assistance when it 
comes to a family friendly story 
line (does anyone remember 
Cinderella's step sister chopping 
her foot off to fit into the glass 
slipper? I don't think that made 
the cut in the Disney classic). 

In the "Tangled" version, 
princess Rapunzel (Mandy 
Moore) is stolen from the 
castle in which her family 
resides, by Mother Gothel, 
who has a unique connection 
to Rapunzel's magical locks. 
However, in the original fairy 
tale, Rapunzel is surrendered 
by her father to Mother 
Gothel because he stole from 
her magical garden. To keep 
Rapunzel close and protected, 
Gothel traps Rapunzel in 
a tower isolating her from 
society. By her 18 birthday, 
Rapunzel is longing to go 
outside, something she has no 
recollection of in her life. For 
her eighteenth birthday, she 
asks her mother for a trip to see 
magical lights that appear in the 
sky every year, coincidentally  

on her birthday. In the Grimm 
version, a prince hears Rapunzel 
singing to herself and searches 
for the songbird. The romantic 
plot of "Tangled" worked a 
little differently. Flynn Ryder 
(Zachary Levi), a common 
thief, is running from the law 
when he discovers Rapunzel's 
tower and climbs it for safety. 
Startled, Rapunzel comedically 
apprehends him and questions 
his presence in her home. The 
story takes off after Rapunzel 
holds Ryder's satchel for 
ransom, until he agrees to take 
her to see where the mysterious 
lights in the sky are coming 
from. Of course, adventure 
ensues once the two escape 
from the tower, and Rapunzel's 
life is changed forever. 

Since 	premiering 	in 
late November, "Tangled" 
has raked in a whopping 
$285,821,986 at the box office 
internationally. The revenue 
for the film reflects that of the 
cost in general for production. 
This may surprise many, but 
"Tangled" is the second most 
expensive film made to date, 
right behind "Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World's End." 
Production costs tallied up to 
$260 million dollars, and the 
amount definitely reflects the 
final product. 

Directors of the film had 
specific expectations for the 
final result of the animation. 
The film, available in 3D, 
needed to be up to the standard  

of the Disney brand, while 
also pushing the envelope 
on animated entertainment 
which has been progressing 
rapidly in the last few years. 
To accomplish this, producers 
based the animation loosely 
on "The Swing," a painting 
by French artist Jean-Honore 
Fragonard. Producers hoped 
by following the technique 
and style of the artist to create 
an illuminating appearance to 
Rapunzel's luscious hair. 

Disney has definitely 
outdone itself with this project. 
Although many may think that 
the Disney classics can never be 
outshone, they have moved their 
brand in a different direction 
that is keeping pace with the 
time as well as the ever evolving 
demographics drawn to the 
classic fairy tale. They have 
created yet another timeless 
tale that all ages and families 
can appreciate together. 
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"The Swing," a painting by Jean-
Honore Fragonard, that is the loose 
basis for the animation of the film 
"Tangled." 

Sartorial Scoop 
French fashion observations I 
by Inge Moran 
asst. news editor 

Over D-Term I went on the 
school trip to France and took 
note of their effortlessly chic 
style. In the fashion capital 
of the world, I saw trends and 
outlandish statement looks. 

For winter, two trend items 
were everywhere. Almost 
everyone I passed wore a chunky 
knit "eternity" scarf, a scarf that 
is knit in a circle instead of in 
a long, skinny rectangle. The 
scarf was wrapped around the 
neck a few times creating a 
collar. Of course, like back in 
the States, most people donned 
black, or another dark-color, 
pea coats and jeans. Flat, 
knee-length boots stood out as 
the winter footwear of choice 
among the locals. 

Almost everyone, from 
junior high girls to grown 
women, carried a Longchamp 
bag. Longchamp is like French 
Coach; it's everywhere. The 
bags are versatile and chic but 
more affordable than a high-end 
designer bag. 

The most chic Parisians 
wore miraculously stylish 
outfits. The individual pieces 
don't necessarily scream chic, 
but when thrown together with  

a casual, understated elegance 
all the pieces work together. I 
saw, often, a mix of textures, a 
cohesive but unexpected color 
pallet, and unique accessories. 

In addition to scoping the 
streets for style inspiration, I 
visited the homes of the Haute 
Couture houses and saw some 
incredible work by Chanel 
and Dior. I also visited the 
flagship store of Hermes, a 
luxury accessory company 
famous for their silk scarves 
and producing Birkin bags, 
the most coveted handbag. 
Check out their website http:// 
www.jaimemoncarre.com  or 
search "J'aime mon cane" for 
their video series on YouTube 
for inspiration on how to wear 
scarves. 
All photos courtesy of Inge Moran. 

(Left to right) French women throw 
on accessories like chic glasses to 
dress up an everyday look. The Birkin 
Bag is coveted for its exclusiveness. 
Jean-Paul Gaultier shows a sequinedt 
party dress. In the windows of Chanel 
manequins are styled with the latest 
looks for winter. The flagship Louis 
Vuitton in Paris is 5 stories. A stylish 
couple walks through the Latin Quater. 
Dior showcases haute coutour looks in 
the windows of their boutique. 


